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INTRODUCTION 


aieo Town 

Sligo Town nestles in a valley which slopes on the the West side to the Atlantic Ocean 
and is surrounded on the other three sides by mountain ranges — spectacular Benbulben 
Mountain, the renowned Knocknarea Mountain and the Ox Mountain range. 

Because of this terrain, all approaches to the town are on a gradual descent and the spire 
of Sligo Cathedral dominates the skyline and can be viewed from every angle of 
approach. 

THE OATHEDRAD 


This magnificent building has graced the skyline since 1874. It is renowned for its size 
and Romanesque architectural beauty. It is also the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of 
Elphin. 


war i choose the cat 

PROJECT TOPIC 



DRAD AS MT 


My great interest in the Cathedral as a building stems from my youth when my Dad, 
James ( Jimmy) Foley, late of 57, Treacy Avenue, Sligo maintained and serviced the 
Cathedral clock, chimes and bells, for all die years I can remember. My Uncle, Joseph 
(Joe) Foley, late of 53, Treacy Avenue, Sligo was the Sacristan (Sexton) there for many, 
many years — employment which carried the responsibility of opening and closing the 
church each day, hand-ringing the Angelus bell at 7am, 12 noon and 6pm, serving Mass 
(when required) and the general care and ongoing daily upkeep of the church and the 
Sacristy Office. Dad and Uncle Joe also erected the Nativity Crib annually, a job, which 
w'e as children helped out with, dusting the crib figures before they were installed in the 
stable setting. Dad spent many hours each week in the bell tower where the clock and all 
it’s mechanism is housed. We, (my sister Anne and my late brother John) spent many 
hours there with our father and to this day I have in my possession the list of hymns and 
songs contained on the 9 barrels of the Cathedral Chimes - a total of 61 pieces of music, 
written out by me in childish script, on Dad’s instruction. The Cathedral was also my 
Parish Church where I was baptized, made my First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
and worshipped there all my life up to 1972 when I got married and moved to foe Skreen 
Parish area of Killala Diocese. 
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ii>Iicto Count y anb ffi oton 


County SCigo is one of the 26 counties of the RejcuBCic of IreCancCancC 
is situatecCin the West of IreCancC, in the Trovince of Connacht. It is 
BorcCerecC on 3 sides By the Counties of Leitrim (on the Tost); Mayo 
(on the 'West) ancC “Roscommon (on the South) with the Northern 
side reaching to the JAtCantic Ocean. The main town of the county 
is SCigo Town itseCf and it is BuiCt on the (jaravogue River which 
flows from Lough CjiCC into the sea, at SCigo Ray. 



figiAre 1 


SCigo Town Scenes 




































TOi t Btoceste of Cfohtn 


LCphin is a town in south County Roscommon from which the 
Diocese took its name. Roscommon county is one of the five 
counties, in the province of Connacht, nameCy; GjaCway, Leitrim, 
Mayo, Roscommon and Sdgo. 

The definition of the word Diocese is; a district under the 
jurisdiction of a 'Bishop and an area, which incCudes a coCCection of 
aCC the CocaC church parishes in that, designated Diocesan area. The 
word “diocese” comes from the Qreek word “dioikesis” which refers 
to a governor’s jurisdiction or district. It was once used as a CaBeC 
for a Qreek province in the Roman ‘Empire and has now ended up 
referring to the area of jurisdiction, within the Roman Cathode 
Church, run By a Bishop. 

7he main church of a diocese is known as a CathedraC The word 
“cathedraC’ stems from the Latin word "cathedra” or “chair” and a 
cathedraC is the church in which the Bishop’s Chair is sited, thus 
making that church the principle one of a diocese. 

The word “Bishop” is derived from the Qreek word “episkopos”, 
which means “overseer” and is traditionady appded to anyone who 
has a position of authority over others. In the church, it Became a 
divine titCe. SA Bishop of a church has authority over church 
members in a designated geographic area, such as a diocese and is 
responsiBCe for maintaining theoCogicaC order and for transmitting 
Christian tradition. 

The BCphin Diocese is made up of 38 Barishes, in parts of Counties; 
QaCway, Roscommon, Sdgo andAVestmeath. 

The 38 Barishes ofECphin Diocese are: 

Present Name Ancient Name 

1 JAghanagh JAghanagh 

2 JAhamCish JAhamCish 









3 JAdascragd 

4 JArcCcame 

5 JAtdCeague 

6 JAtdCone-St Peter’s 

7 JAugdrim 

8 BaCCinameen 
g BaCCintudder 
10 BaCCyforan 
n BaCCygar 

12 BoyCe 

13 CastCerea 

14 CooCera 

15 Crogdan 

16 DrumcCiff 

17 BCpdin 

18 fairy mount 

19 Jrencdjpark 

20 Qeevagd 

21 XiCdegnet 

22 XiCdricCe 

23 XiCgefin 

24 XiCgCass 

25 XiCtoom & Cam 

26 Xnockcrogdery 

27 LougdgCynn 

28 Maugderow 

29 Oran 

30 Biverstown 

31 Bos common 

32 Bosses Point 

33 Sdgo: St JAnne’s 

& Carraroe 

34 Sdgo: CatdecCraC 

Parisd 

35 Sdgo: St Josepd’s 

& CaCry 

36 Strokestown 

37 Tarmondarry 

38 TuCsk 


JAdascragd & XiCCosoCan 

JArdcame & Jumna 

JAtdCeague & fuerty 

St Peter’s & Drum 

JAugdrim, XiCmore & CCooncraff 

XiCnamagd, Bastersnow & XiCcoCgagd 

BaCCintudder, XiCcroan & DrumatempCe 

Dysart, Jisrara & Taugddoy 

XiCCeroran & XiCCian 

BoyCe & XiCdryan 

XiCkeevan 

XiCCajmgdrcme & XiCmacowen (CooCera) 
XiCCucan, XiCCummocC & XiCcogCagd 
DrumcCiff 

BCpdin, Creeve, SdankiCC& XiCmacumsey 
Dido dine 

frencdpark & XiCcorkey 

Sdancougd, XiCCacCoon & XiCmactranny 

XiCdegnet & BaCCynekiCC 

XiCdricCe & Derrane 

XiCgefin, CCoontuskeret & Lissonuffy 

XiCgCass & Boos key 

XiCtoom & Cam 

XiCmean, XiCCinvoy, St Jodn’s & Badara 
Tidodine (part of) 

DrumcCiff (part of) 

Oran, CCoonigormican & Donamon 
XiCmacaCCan, Tawnagd, DrumcoCumd 
Boscommon & XiCteevan 
DrumcCiff (part of) 

St Jodn’s (part of) 

St Jodn’s (part of) 

CaCry 

XiCtrustan, Lissonuffy, BumCin (part of) 
XiCdarry, Lissonuffy & BumCin (part of) 
OguCCa, BasCick, XiCCukin & XiCcooCey. 




Tfie CathedraC Church of the Diocese of TCphin is situated in the 
Town ofSdgo as also is the residence of the 'Bishop. 


The Diocese 



figure 2 May oflrefand 
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Co. Leitrim 


Co. Sligo 


Uxv^ord 


Co. Ottjily 


The parishes of Elphin, showing the county boundaries 
and adjoining parishes in county Roscommon. 


Co. Galway 


figure ? 'ECvhin Diocese 
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Saint Patrick Brought the Cathode faith to IreCancC in 432 ancC due 
to his extensive preaching ancC traveC throughout the is [and; the 
church grew around the many monasteries, which sprang up aCC 
over the country. Monasteries are residences for redgious 
communities, especiaCCy monks, Civing under redgious vows of 
seclusion. "Each monastery spread its spirituaC infCuence on the 
surrounding regions, which at that time had no actuaC officiaC 
demarcation dnes. The head of each monastery was a Bishop who 
in most cases was aCso the XBBot-in-Charge. 

In the earCy half of the tweCfth century, the Synod of Bath BreasaiC 
(an ecclesiastical council which is an assembly of cCergy or persons 
in JfoCy Orders) was heCd and this Synod organized the 
surrounding areas of each monastery into “Dioceses. 

Saint “Patrick Ceft his own silversmith, JAsicus, in ECphin as the first 
Bishop there and this area, under Bishop JAsicus expanded and in 
time Became the Diocese of “ECphin. Bishop JAsicus, Cater St. JAsicus, 
died in DonegaC about the year 450 and was Buried By his monks 
at Rathcoon, about 3 miCes from BaCCyshannon Town, Co. DonegaC 
After the “Rath BreasaiC meeting, ECphin Town Became the seat of 
the CathedraC, which was dedicated to the BCessed yirgin Mary. 
The Church at ECphin grew extensively untiC redgious destruction 
came with the Morse. Prior to the redgious revoCution of the 
sixteenth century, there were up to eighteen redgious houses in the 
ECphin Diocese. 



At the time of the revoCution, aCC of these monasteries were seized 
By ECenry Till, then “Tudor Xing of EngCand (1491 - 1547) 
Information on these happenings and much more is testified, in a 
Better, written By Boetius Egan, Bishop of ECphin, to Rome on 3 rd of 
January 1637 when the CathedraC at ECphin was one of those 









properties seized. Blow ever, tfie ministers of the new reCigion cCicC 
not change the CathecCraCs name. 


jjoettug €(tatt, of (fflfolitn 


Boetius Egan was a chief witness to the Cathode dfe of the Diocese 
of ECphin during the siCence of the CathedraC Born in Bark, County 
(jaCway, about 1580, of a notedschoCarCy famiCy, especiaCCy in Irish 
Law. ECe was educated for the priesthood on the European 
Continent. JCe enroCCed in the Irish CoCCege at Douai, on the river 
Scarpe, in Word, prance and during his time there, he joined the 
Order of priars Minor in 1610 and was professed in 1611. 3-Ce 
returned to IreCand in 1621 and Became the Minister (jeneraC of the 
Order here. On the recommendation of Bishop Conry of Tham 
Diocese, he was appointed Bishop of ECphin Diocese on 9 th of June 
1625 and was consecrated Bishop at Drogheda in 1626. Jfe 
remained Bishop of ECphin until his death in 1650. Vp to his reign 
as Bishop there, the Diocese had Been without a Bishop for over a 
quarter of a century when his predecessor, Bishop Baymund 
GjaCvin had Been martyred por the first 5 years of his reign as 
Bishop, Boetius was the onCy Bishop in the Brovince of Connacht. 


die Catfieb ral rebu ilt at (Slphtn 


prom the time of Jfenry Pill, the Diocese of ECphin had Been 
deprived of its CathedraC, and aCso aCC its other churches, 
monasteries, BuiCdings and property. In Caw at that time, the 
Cathode reCigion no Conger existed But secretCy in fact, it did, when 
the cCergy andpeopCe worshipped in hidden areas - the church had 
everything except the externaCpossessions as was referred to in 
another Better from Boetius Egan to Borne. Because of these 
redgious trouBCes, the Diocese of ECphin had no CathedraC Later a 
church was reBuiCt at ECphin and eventuaCCy the Diocesan See was 
transferred to Sdgo But no matter where the CathedraC Church 
was, it was stiCC dedicated to “BCessed Mary the yirgin”. Bishop 






Laurence GjiCCooCy had the present CathedraC in SCigo huiCt and 
opened in 1874. The Tatron Saint of SCigo Town Tarish is St John 
and St JAsicus in the Tatron Saint of the LCphin Diocese hut once 
more the new CathedraC was dedicated to our Lady and named 
"The CathedraC of the ImmacuCate Conception ” 


The Cathedral 
c. 1900 



figure 4 _ CathedraCofthe ImmacuCate Conception . SCigo. 
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Catli ebral of the immaculate Conception 


Tde CatdedraC of the ImmacuCate Conception dominates the Sdgo 
down sky Cine since its erection, which commenced in 1869 and das 
keen tde CatdedraC Cdurcd of tde Diocese of Tip din since tdat time. 
It is BuiCt in tde Romanesque styCe and das Been descriBed as a 
Toem in Stone”; - mued ederisded By tde peopCe of SCigo. Its 
exterior Beauty is ref Ceded By tde magnificence of its interior. 

Trior to tde Budding of tde CatdedraC, St John’s Tarisd CdapeCwas 
recognized as tde Tro CatdedraC of tde Diocese of TCpdin. Tdis 
cdurcd was situated near to wdere tde Cdesdire J-Come is today, 
tdat is on tde grounds once owned By tde Mercy Sisters, adjacent to 
CdapeC Street, SCigo. 

Tde Budding of tde CatdedraC is attriButed to tde drive and energy 
and foresigdt of tde Cate "Bishop Laurence GjidooCey. Tde cdurcd 
stands on rising ground towards tde soutdwestem side of SCigo 
Town. 

In 1859, Bishop (JiCCooCey secured a renewaBCe Cease from Sir QiCBert 
Xing, on two adjacent properties cCose to tde Lungy, SCigo - an area 
known as tde “BowCing (green” and tdis was to Be tde site for tde 
new CatdedraC Tde Trotestant Candowner, dad pure dosed tde 
Candfrom its previous owner, under tde pretence tdat it was to Be 
deveCoped into a garden aCCotment, wden in fact, tde Cand dad Been 
Bought with tde soCe intention of passing it on to tde CatdoCic 
Cdurcd for tde Budding of tde new CatdedraC TVden tde previous 
owner Became aware of tde true purpose for wdied tde Cand dad 
Been purchased, de informed tde new Buyer tdat de wouCdonCy seCC 
tde Cand for tde purposes of Budding a CatdoCic cdurcd, on tde 
condition tdat tde main doors face away from SCigo Town centre 
and so it to tdis day, tde main entrance faces south and away from 
SCigo Town centre. 

It C a tfiebral ig ffilanneb 

In 1245, tde CocaC Norman CandCord, Maurice pitzgeraCd erected a 
castCe in Sdgo and aCso a dospitaC or rest douse, dedicated to tde 
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3-CoCy Trinity — tfiis ho spit aC was possibCy a forerunner to the 
present St John’s JCospitaC in SCigo Town. Lord fitzgeraCd aCso huiCt 
the Dominican JAbbey of the 3 -CoCy Cross in 1252. In the mid 1300’s, 
after another period of war and strife, a new parish church was 
buiCt and dedicated to St. John the 'Baptist to whom the Normans 
had a great devotion. 

The church survives to this present day hut it is greatCy aCtered, 
with the tower being the onCy remaining originaCportion. 'With 
the coming of the Reformation, St John’s Church was cCaimedfor 
the British crown hy Owen O’Connor who Cater became the T 
JAngCican Bishop of XiCCaCa Diocese. St John’s church was now to 
pCay an important roCe in the evoCution of the Trotestant faith in 
SCigo. It became the JAngCican CathedraCfor the united Dioceses of 
BCphin and SArdagh in 1961 — foCCowing the closure of the oCd 
WngCican CathedraC in BCphin. The tituCar titCe St Mary the Tirgin 
was added to that of St John in order to provide a Cink between the 
oCd and the new CathedraC 



Tigure 3 C ofL CathedraC of St. Mary the yCrgin 

& St. John the Baptist^ John St., Sfigg 
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tlTIie Church of Srelanb Ca t fiebral 

of &t . dUlarp the Strain 

anb &L 3fofm the liaottgt 3fofm i£>t, ji>Itcto 


'Today, St John’s CathedraC stands as one of Stigo’s architecturaC 
gems in John St, Sdgo. The present budding -was designed by 
Cossets in 1730 and is another beautifuCCy, decorative Church. In 
the buriatground attached to the church are the graves of JVittiam 
and 'Elizabeth Todexfen, whose otdest daughter, Susan Mary 
(ToCCexfen) wed John “Butter yeats. Susan Mary and John Butter 
yeats were the parents of 4 chitdren, one of whom was JV B yeats, 
Toet and Ttaywright, 

(1865-1939) whose association, with Stigo Town and County, is 
renowned, wortdwide and atso Jack B yeats, JArtist (1871-1957). 
JV.B. yeats is buried in the grounds of 'Drumctiffe Church, Co. Stigo. 



figure 6 The Tottexfen Grave. 

in the church grounds. 

John SC, Stigo 


Tigure 7 Ttaque in the Church 

to the parents ofJV.B. &_Jack 

yeats 


X 













































The interior of this Church of IreCancC CathecCraC is heautifuCCy 
decoratecCand, Cike its adjacent Cathode CathedraC, has many 
stainedgCass windows. 



Tigure 8 The interior of the CathedraC of St. Mary the 'Virgin 

and St.John the 'Baptist, John St.. SCiao 
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TOie Bomtmcan &bbep 


foCCowing the Reformation, the Cathodes of Sdgo Town continued 
to worship in the jyartiaCCy ruined Dominican Abbey untd the 
friars abandoned it in 1698. fhe ruins of this Abbey are situated 
in Abbey St., Sdgo - another historicaCsite worth visiting. 



figure q _ Domjrdcan Abbey. Abbey St, Sdgo 


A smaCC thatched chajpeC was Cater buiCt in Round Street, Sdgo. 
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It isn't certain when the 1 st Mass Spouse or “Parish ChapeC was 
erected in Sdgo hut it pro hah Cy was around the earCy 1700's as in 
1712, a CocaC merchant, “Thomas Corkran confessed to a Court of 
Tnquiry that he had heard Mass at a ChapeC or Mass Tfouse in 
Sdgo. In 1776, the CocaC CandCord AViCdam “Burton Ceased a Mass 
3 -Couse in JAh hey quarter, Sdgo Town, for a 31-year Cease at an 
annuaC rent of £1.10.0. This chapeC, dedicated to St John, was 
Cocated on a Cane suhsequentCy caCCed Mass Lane or ChapeC Street. 
This site at ChapeC Street, Sdgo is currentCy occupied hy the 
Cheshire 3 -Come at the bottom of ChapeC 3 dCC, Sdgo Town and is in 
the parish of the present St JAnne’s Church. 

JA Tr. John O' pCynn was appointed Parish Priest of Sdgo and “Dean 
& yicar (JeneraC of the “Diocese of PCphin in 1775 and he started a 
campaign to erect a Carger church to accommodate a growing 
popuCation. This new church was constructed around the oCd 
ChapeC or Mass 3 -Couse, thus ensuring the continuation of worship 
at this site. This church was Carge and commodious with haCconies 
andgaCCeries. In the Cate 1820’s, due to the absence of a CathedraC 
in the Diocese, this St John’s Parish Church was functioning as a 
pro CathedraC for the Diocese. The Bishops of the Diocese, at that 
time, resided in differentpCaces throughout the Diocese. 



St John’s 
Pro-Cathedral, 
Sligo (1830-1874) 
Sketched from a 
photograph taken 
before its 
demolition. 




Pigure 10 _ St. Johns Pro-CathedraC Sdgo 
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In 1844, Bishop 'Browne residedfor a sfiort time in Sbigo at Marino 
Mouse, piniskbin, Sbigo, before fie Ceft to take up residence in 
JA.tb.Cone, Co Westmeath. In June 1845, Bishop Browne convened a 
meeting to organize the raising of funds for a new church, more 
fitting for the titCe of Cathedral that would be more suitable to the 
wants of the area and worthy of the Diocese. JA fundraising 
committee was formed, mostly of the beading Cathode merchants of 
Sdgo Down, to coCCect the needed funds. JAdnost £1000 was 
guaranteed at this meeting. Three diocesan clergymen traveled to 
Bug band and Scotband gathering funds and by the end of summer, 
a substantiab fund had been accumubated Mow ever the grim 
intervention of the (great pamine, with the potato crops fading due 
to the bbight infection, bed to the postponement of abb those pbans as 
poverty and starvation decimated the country. 

Immediateby after the pamine, the existing St John’s Church was 
extended at great cost and in 1852 a section of the church archway 
cobbapsed during Mass. Tanic ensued and those attending Mass 
rushed out of the church, through doors and groundfboor windows. 
Nobody was hurt andpr JAndrew Quinn restored cabm and order. 
The funds, gathered to date for the pbanned new Cathedrab had 
then to be used to restore, repair andenbarge St John’s Church. By 
1855, the parish was in debt, owing to the cost of repairing and 
maintaining the much-abtered St John’s Church. By 1859, the 
renovation fund was stibb£soo in debt - a big sum by the standards 
of those days. 

In 1858, Dr. Laurence (gibbooby was appointed Bishop of Tbphin and 
he decided to make Sbigo Down his pbace of residence and the 
permanent Tpiscopab seat of Xbphin Diocese. Bishop Qibbooby re¬ 
examined the pbans for the jrroposed new Cathedrab and he 
reasoned that the budding of a new Cathedrab in Sbigo woubdresubt 
in a permanent centre of administration there -something the 
Diocese had not had since the Deformation. 

Tbanning for the new Cathedrab began again, in earnest. 
Lventuabby the obdparish church of St John, having served the 
faithfub of Sbigo Down for over 150 years was cbosed and converted 
into an Industriab Schoob for Cjirbs, run by the Sisters of Mercy. 
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Towards the end of the 1960’s, the Budding was used as part of the 
Secondary SchooCfor (jirCs, run By the Sisters of Mercy. It was 
Cater demodshed in 1986 to make way for the Budding of a Cheshire 
3 -Come, which stands there today, on the site, at the junction of 
ChapeCStreet andChajpeC 3 -CiCC, Sdgo Town. 


Utehop Laurence (Mlool p (1819 -1895) 



figure n 'Bishop L. QidbgCy 


Laurence QdCooCy was Born in the parish of Roscommon on 
18/5/1819. J-fe was educated in Roscommon and at St Tfathy’s 
CoCCege, 'BaCCaghaderreen, Co Roscommon. Tfe studied for the 
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Triesthood, in the Irish CoCCeges, in Taris and (geneva and 
Montpelier. 3 ~Ce was a fCuent speaker and writer of the french 
language. Jfe joined the yincentian Order and was ordained a 
priest on 7/12/1847 By Archbishop Murray of Dublin. 3~Ce then 
taught in CastCeknock CoCCege, Dublin and was Cater nominated the 
i sl Superior of the yincentian 3 -Couse at Sunday’s lYeCC, Cork. 

In 1856, he was consecrated Co- Adjutor 'Bishop of BCphin and on 
the death of Bishop Browne, he became the Bishop of BCphin 
Diocese, on 1/12/1858. 

Bishop QiCCooCy is considered to be one of BCphin s greatest bishops. 
3 -Ce was a heading church figure for aCmost 40 years. It was he who 
decided to make SCigo Town the administrative centre of the 
Diocese of BCphin and as weCC as being responsibCe for the budding 
of the CathedraC, he buiCt; St Mary’s Tresbytery (Bishop’s TaCace) 
and SummerhiCC CoCCege., SCigo as weCC as many other churches, 
schooCs and parochiaC houses throughout the Diocese. Bishop 
QiCCooCy was an expert in education andheCpeddraw up ruCes and 
reguCations for seminarians in Ireland and abroad. 3 -Ce also was an 
outstanding figure at the 1 st yatican CounciC 1869-1870, speaking in 
support ofpapaC infaCCibiCity. 


St Mary’s, Sligo, 
c. 1900. Diocesan 
Centre of 
Administration 



Biaure 12 St Man/s Tresbytery. SCiao 
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'Bishop (giCCooCy was a man of genius, with a CegaC and orderCy mind 
that brought much needed organization and discipdne to the 
Diocese of BCphin. In anything church related he was a horn 
fighter, wed informed and very articulate. 3 Ce took complete 
charge of the huiCding of the new CathedraC and had an amazing 
knowCedge of huiCding construction in every aspect of it. 3 -Ce was 
meticuCous about every CittCe detaiCat every stage of the huiCding of 
the CathedraC and was on the site aCmost every day. 

3 -Ce drew up aCC the contracts re the huiCding and aCC invoCved and 
carried out correspondence with everyone, in any way associated 
with the construction of the CathedraC 

Bishop (giCCooCy died on 15/1/1895 after nearCy 48 years in the 
priesthood. 3~Ce is buried in the crypt, beneath the 3 -Cigh JACtar of 
the CathedraC he huiCt. 3-Ce had been aptCy titCed the “Borromeo of 
the /Vest” because, hike St CharCes Borromeo (1538-1584), he was the 
great reformer of the 19 th century, initiating numerous changes for 
the good of aCC the Church of TCphin. The CocaC QiCCooCy 3 -CaCC is 
dedicated to his memory. 


TOie (MIooIp Memorial i&a ll 


This haCC is buiCt directCy across the road from the CathedraC It 
was designed by CocaC architect Tatrick J XiCgaCCin and was erected 
in 1904-1906. Its aim was to provide a centre for the promotion of 
temperance and totaC abstinence from aCcohoC, especiaCCy amongst 
the working people of the parish, through sociaC outlets. The haCCis 
situated on a pCot, which is described as the “MaCt 3 -Couse”. It is 
buiCt of Cimestone ashCar, faintCy Jacobean-cCassicaC in styCe and has 
a stage area, gaCCery and Carge auditorium and smaCCer meeting 
rooms. There is an outside baCcony to the front of the budding, 
which incCudes a statue of Bishop Laurence CjidooCy on the parapet 






The Temperence 
Gillooly Memorial 
Hall, Sligo 
(Architect’s drawing) 



figure 1 1 

TOie iiutlbtnct of the Cattebral 


GiCCooCy J-CaCC Sdao 


This was one of the high joints of the church Cife ancCwhat it had 
accompdshedover the years when Cathode cCergy andpeopCe were 
suppressed under Xing 3 -fenry xm, Tudor Xing of TngCand The 
budding of the CathedraCwas a huge undertaking at that time, due 
to the fact that it was in a period of Cess than 50 years after 
Cathode Emancipation in 1829 and aCso the peopCe of the country 
were in very poor condition and circumstances, due to the 
succession of famines, which had affected everyone at that time. 
Bishop (giCCooCy took on this mammoth task with devotion and 
dedication - characteristics that were evident throughout his 
whoCe episcopate. Tfe Judy understood what a CathedraC wouCd 
mean to the Parishioners of the Diocese and what it wouCd aCso 
mean to them after the Cong centuries of siCence and suppression. 
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'Bishop GdCooCy choose George QoCcCie of London (1828-1887) as the 
architect to design the new cathedraC Qeorge had aCready 
designed many churches in the Diocese and at that time was one of 
the 3 chief architects of the 19 th century. SCigo CathedraC is 
considered by many to have been George Goodie's design 
masterpiece. In his finaCpCan, George expressed "the soCidity of the 
Church buiCt on a rock” in his own striking styCe - a styCe described 
by many as: (1) Normano, (2) 'Romanesque and (3) Byzantine. 

(1) Normano : - massive Romanesque styCe of architecture prevaCent 
in Normandy in the io lft and 11 th centuries and in BngCand in the u tfl 
andi2 tk centuries. 

(2) Romanesque : - styCes of architecture that succeeded the Romans 
and Costed untiC the introduction of Gothic. 

(3) Byzantine : - beConging to the styCe of architecture developed in 
the Las tern Lmpire, characterized by the round arch, the circCe, 
the dome, and ornamentation in mosaic. 


TOe Contractor# 


CharCes XiCgaCCon of SCigo Town and Joseph CCarence of BaCCisodare, 
Co. SCigo were the main contractors. 

CharCes XiCgaCCon was the first contractor and he signed a contract 
with Bishop GdCooCy on 9/8/1867 and the work commenced. The 
foundation stone was Caidon 6/10/1868 

Later, after some difficuCties with one of his sub-contractors, 
CharCes XiCgaCCon thought it best to resign his contract, which he 
did on 3/5/1869. 


Joseph CCarence took over in 1869. J-Ce was an exceCCent contractor 
and work went ahead swiftCy. Jfis estimates and workmanship 
was acceptabCe to Bishop GdCooCy. Lven in those days, before 
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acCvancecC bookkeeping and business methods were dreamed of, 
Joseph CCarence gave a detaiCedand itemized account of the work 
he proposed to do and the cost of it. T'he foCCowing is an exampCe of 
the detaiC of his account for the budding of the CathedraC Spire, 
which he started working on in 1874: 

“Memorandum of Agreement made this day, 21 st September, one 
thousand, eight hundred and seventy four between the Most 'Rev. 
T)r. QiCCooCy of SCigo, contractee on the one part, and Joseph 
CCarence of 'BaCCisodare, contractor of the other part. 

T'he said contractor hereby agrees and undertakes for himseCf, his 
heirs, assigns etc., to continue and compCete the erection of the 
tower and spire of the New CathedraC of SCigo, suppCying aCC the 
materials and Cabour with aCC machinery and other appdances 
required for the due and perfect construction of the severaC works - 
for and in consideration of the sum of three thousand pounds 
sterCing, which the said contractee hereby agrees to pay by 
instaCments of five hundred pounds each, according as the erection 
of the work wiCCprogress and on the certificate of the Architects, 
Messrs. (JoCdie. T'he whoCe work to be most strictCy carried out in 
accordance with the drawings, specifications and instructions of 
the said Architects and subject to their inspection and approvaC 
and that of their CCerk of Works. T'he contractor further agrees 
and undertakes to have the whoCe work compCeted by the 31 st 
December 1875 - under penaCty of two pounds sterCing per day’s 
deCay that may accrue after that date. 

As witness our hands this 21 st day of Sept. 1874 
Joseph CCarence 
Laurence QiCCooCy.” 








The Cathedral in 
the course of 
construction, 1873 



figure 14. _ The CathedraCunder construction 


Wmk ut 3ftroam# 


Joseph CCarence’s work on the erection of the Cat he dr aC continued 
on into 1877 — years after the CathedraC had heen soCemnCy opened 
on 26/7/1874 -— as the budding of the Sacristy, attached to the 
church, for exampCe, was a separate contract. The contract of the 
budding of the Sacristy was awarded to Joseph CCarence but other 
contractors submitted estimates for the work. The foCCowing is an 
exampCe of one such estimate submitted by Tatrick Me Quire, 
Tainter and Decorator of 5 'RathcCiff Street, SCigo to 'Bishop QiCCooCy; 
“My Lord, I hereby propose and agree to budd the new sacristy in 
connection with the CathedraC, according to the pCans and 
specifications Caid down, suppCying aCC materials and Cabour and 
doing aCC said work in the best and most permanent manner for the 
sum of seventeen hundred and forty-eight pounds. £1748-0-0. 

Tat Me Quire. T Jebruary, 1872.” 

Joseph CCarence’s estimate for the same work was £1697. The 
excavation of the site cost £1-16-0 and the parapet coping, for 36V2 
feet, cost £2-10-0. The Sacristy is buiCt of cutstone 
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Contracts anti i§>uh Contra cts 

The foCCowing are exampCes of extracts from some of the estimates 
which were submitted to 'Bishop (JiChooCy re work on the CathedraC 
Budding work estimates from Joseph CCarence 

“I hereby propose and agree to do the foCCowing work at Sdgo 
CathedraQ viz. — The carving on the arches of the tower door and 
two arches on the transept doors, aCso six Bases under coCumns in 
tower door. To remove the niche over the tower door, suppCy the 
new cutstone and masonry required and Ceave aCC compCeted, for 
the sum of one hundred and fifty seven pounds, ten shidings 
sterdng.” 

Another estimate from Joseph CCarence reads; 

“I agree to fuCCy compCete 22 seats according to the pCan furnished 
yesterday for the sum of £29-14-0 or 27 shiCCings, per seat.” 

Tjastering Contract; 

The contract of the pCastering of the inside of the CathedraC was 
awarded to CharCes Jfiggins of Sdgo. JCe empCoyed aCC CocaC 
pCasterers who were first cCass workers and this is proven By the 
fact that it has Basted to this day. In those days, pCastering wouCd 
have Been sCow andCaBorious. CharCes Jdggins’s estimate was; 

“I, the undersigned CharCes JCiggins, do hereby agree and contract 
with Most 'Rev. T>r. (JiCCooCy to execute in strict accordance with 
the drawings and specifications of the Architects, Messrs. CjoCdie, 
subject to their instructions and those of their CCerk of'Works and 
to his and their entire approval the entire pCasterers work in the 
interior of the New CathedraC of Sdgo, according to the foCCowing 


scheduCe of prices: 

CurvedceiCings, per square yard . 8pence 

WaCCpCastering, per square yard . 7pence 

Brick arches, per square yard . 8pence 

AngCes of ribs, per Cinearfoot . 7pence 

Sharp angCes on the ribs of aisCes 

andgaCCeries, per Cinear foot . 3 pence” 


CharCes JCiggins was a renowned person in Sdgo and the Diocese of 
HCphin and his workmen aCChadto sign contracts to work for him. 
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The fo flowing extract is an examp Ce of such a contract. 

“We the undersignedpCasterers do hereby agree and contract with 
Mr. CharCes flCiggins to work for him under his directions at the 

pCasterers work in the Mew CathedraC of Sdgo - engaging to 

begin after a week’s notice on any day he may fix and to continue 
to work, working fufl time on afl working days untfl the whoCe 
work is compCeted, each of us to be paid our weekCy wages, Cess 4 
shiflings per week which we hereby agree jointCy and severaCCy, to 
Ceave in the hands of the Most 'Rev. T)r. CjiflooCy untfl the entire 
work is compCeted; and in case any of us shouCd Ceave the work in 
vioCation of this agreement, we hereby, each for himsef agree, to 
forfeit to the CathedraC fund the amount of the weekCy deductions 
made from our wages. Signed 

James Rooney; WiCCiam flCiggins; Teter Gibbons; James flCiggins; 
WiCCiam Gibbons; John J-Ciggins; CharCes flCiggins; Joseph flCiggins.” 

These very skiCCed craftsmen were extremeCy proud of their skiCCs, 
were dedicated to their work and gave of their best. CharCes 
flCiggins, their boss, was also a first class craftsman who onCy used 
the very best of materiaCs, in the pCastering of the CathedraC. 
Another sampCe of his dedication foCCows; 

“ I, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to suppCy and 
deCiver to the Most Rev. Dr. GdCooCy on the site of the fllew 
CathedraC, SCigo, pure and fine graveC sand, properCy screened 
according to the instructions of flds Cords hip’s Clerk of Works; also, 
pure and wefl burned Cimefrom my own kilns, both sand and Cime 
in such quantity as may be required for the ceding and pCastering 
of the CathedraC. I agree to remove from the site any Cime or sand 
which the CCerk of Works may object to. - CharCes flCiggins.” 

In totaC, the foCCowing was dedvered to the site; 110 barrels of sand, 
costing £ 1-7-6; 48 barreCs of mortar, costing £4-16-0; 50 barrels of 
Cime, costing £2-10-0. CharCes flCiggins was a most conscientious 
contractor as is shown by the foCCowing extract; 

“I engage to prevent and avoid to the best of my power, afl waste 
of materiaCs and injury to scaffoCding; and shouCd any injury be 
done by any of my men to the windows of the CathedraC, I agree to 
have it repaired at my expense.” 
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Taunting and'Decorating. Contract : 

JA contractor by the name of James JCodkinson of Cork was 
awarded the painting and decorating work on the CathedraC 
Like the other contractors, James too was an exceptionaC 
craftsman, with high standards. In his contract, he agrees that 
aCC work would he done, ” in a first-cfass workman-Cike manner, 
from the designs, suppdedhy Messrs. (JoCdie and onCy the very Best 
materials wouCdhe used” Tainting of the Sanctuary cost £70 and 
scaffoCding for the whoCe CathedraCcost £8. 

The Grainings Contract; 

'Thomas Curran of SCigo was awarded this contract and he is the 
man responsible for the fine woodwork, which remains to date. 

The fo do wing is a detailed and itemized graining submission; 
graining and completing the ceding of nave -—£40; 

Graining and completing the cedings over the gaCCeries -—£8 each; 
Graining and completing Our Lady’s ChapeC-— £6; 

Graining under the organ gadery — £6. 

JACChis work was carried out to perfection. 


TOie Begtcm of the Cathebral 


The architectural design of the CathedraC has been described as; 
Jformano; Romanesque and 'Byzantine. It is the only Romanesque 
styCe CathedraC budt during the 19 th century. It has been described 
as Jdberno-Romanesque, — its particuCar styCe being typicaC of so 
many churches buiCt in Ireland, in the years foCCowing Cathode 
Tmancipation. 

Designed by G eor 0 e GoCdie of London — one of the 3 chief 
architects of the 19 th century, the CathedraC has been described as 
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“JA Roem in Stone” By one of the other eminent architects of that 
time, who was a competent judge. 

Normano Architecture: — JA massive Romanesque styCe of 
architecture prevaCent in Normany, in the io tfi and n tfi centuries 
and also in RngCandin the n tfi and 12 th centuries. 

'Romanesque .Architecture; — JA styCe of architecture that 
succeeded the Roman and Costed untiC the introduction of the 
gothic styCe. 

Ryzantine Architecture^ — JA styCe of architecture deveCoped in the 
Eastern Empire, characterized By round arches; circCes; domes and 
mosaic ornamentation, reCating to Ryzantium or InstanBuC 
(formerCy ConstantinopCe). 

TOie CatFiebral Structure 


Rhe CathedraC is huiCt in Cimestone and is designed in the shape of a 
RasiCica with a square, pyramid-capped tower in the centre front 
of the main gaBCe. This tower incorporates the main entrance to 
the church, which is through an arched doorway under the tower 
and is BeautifuCCy decorated with scripturaCfigures in aCto-reRevo, 
(high reCief; — raised or emBossed work which stands out from its 
Background). The tower attains a height of 227V2 feet (70 metres) 
and there are 2 supporting turrets on either side of the tower, 
through which run circuCar stone staircases, to the gaCCeries, organ 
Coft and cCock rooms. 

The erweiform Cathedraf js; 

(1) 227feet (69 metres) Cong; 

(2) 115 feet (35 metres) across the transept, wide; 

(3) 33 feet (10 metres) across the nave, wide; 

(4) 17 feet (5 metres) wide aisCes; 

(5) 62 feet (i9metres) high, from the rich encaustic tiCedfCoor to the 

apex of the nave roof. 
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figure 15 _ Interior Tiew of Sdgo Cathedral 

The nave and the aisles are aCC connected By arches, which are 
supported on 18 massive piCCars of finely chiseled 6 Back limestone, as 
also are the transepts and side chapeCs. These piCCars run from the 
ground floor to the roof and are surmounted with caps and 
ornamental arches. They also sustain the triforia columns and 
arches immediately overhead. The Budding is very spacious with 
side gaderies and a choir Coft overhead the main Body of the 
church. The gaderies, or to give them their architectural name 
(the triforium), extends over each of the side aisCes. 

The windows are Beautifudy created in stain glass 

The Cathedral can accommodate up to 4000 people with seating 
provided in the nave, the aisCes, the transept and the gaderies. 

Outside and over the section that internady contains Our Lady's 
ChapeC, at the rear of the Jfigh JACtar, is a statue of the praying 
figure of the H Cessed "Virgin, in Bronze, which overCooks John Street, 
Sdgo. Over the roof of the apse is a huge statue of St MichaeC, the 
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JArchanget, with sworcC in fiancC and trampling a serpent under his 
feet. 

interior of the Cathcbral 



Tigure 16 


Interior 'Viewfrom the Tfigh .Attar. 


The 3 -fig fi .Attar 

7 he original 3 -Cigh JACtar was considered one of the finest in the 
country. It was surrounded hy a hr ass haCdachino and reached hy 
6 marhCe steps. The front is divided into compartments hy richly 
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capitaCCedpiCCars of rarestporhyhry ancCon each of the 3 
compartments into which the front is divided,figures and emhCems 
are exquisiteCy carvecCin the purest Parian marBCe, infuCCreCief 
The aCtar sCaB is made of pure white marBCe, ornateCy mouCcCecC at 
the edges. At either side of the high aCtar are 4 piCCars of highCy 
podshed Aberdeen granite, hoped with goCd and Bearing 
eCaBorateCy carved andfodated capitals. 'These piCCars support the 
magnificent BaCdichino dome of Brass, spCendidCy cast in the form 
of spreading paCm Ceaves, in douBCe gdt. 


The TizBernacCe is a perfect gem of art, workmanship and design. 
Two carved paneCs depicting the sacrifices of Abraham and 
MeCchisidech fCank it and the reredos and aCtar furniture are a(so 
perfect in their way. 


The 'BaCdachino and 3 -Cigh ACtar recaCC, in Beaten Brass, the 
artisans hip of St. Asicus — the i st Abbot-Pis hop of XCphin and the 
Patron Saint of the Diocese, hose wood carved statue is enshrined 
in the Cat he draC. 


The Side ACtars 

There are 2 side ACtars, one on each side of the 3 -Cigh ACtar — one 
dedicated to the Sacred J-Ceart of Jesus and the other one to St. 
Joseph. 


The Sacred Jfeart ofjesus Attar 

This ACtar is in the transept to the right of the 3 -Cigh ACtar and is 
another wonderfuC work of art. It is made of marBCe and caen 
stone and the emBCematic decoration on it has Been described 
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as“the very perfection of carving”. Over its TabernacCe on the 
lACtar, is an exquisite fuCC-Cength scuCptured figure of the 
ImmacuCate Conception. 


St. Joseph s JACtar 

This JACtar is in the opposite transept ancC is somewhat simiCar in 
styCe. It scuCpture depicts, in aCto reCievo, a superh stone carving, 
representing the death of St. Joseph, whose recdning figure is 
superhCy produced, as aCso are the figures of Our Lord and the 
'Blessed yirgin. 

The Bear JACtar 

In the circular apse, which opens out of the ambuCatorium, to the 
rear of the Tfigh JACtar, was Our Lady’s ChapeCwith an JACtar to the 
Mother of Velours. This area is lighted from a circular Cantem 
window at the top. There, a very fine representation of the dead 
Christ in the arms of his Mother, stood — a prize statue of a 
London Exhibition. This area was aCso known as the Mortuary 
ChapeC, with its Tieta — the statue depicting the Mother ofVeCours. 


The Turrets , including the QaJLeries , Choir & OrganLoft 

There are 2 turrets, one on each side of the tower. Each turret 
contains a circular stone stairway ascending to the gaCCeries. 


The Qaderies 

The two gaCCeries are sited under the arches of the church and 
extend the JuCC Cength of the church, directCy above the side aisCes. 
They are connected to the nave through a series of semi-circuCar 
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arches, which are BeautifuCCy cCecoratecC in stenciC work, which 
gives a very striking appearance to the structure. 

T he Choir amf Organ Loft 

The organ Coft is situatecC Between the two gaCCeries, on the same 
CeveC, in a recess of the tower ancC cCirectCy over the main entrance. 
Access to the organ Coft is through one of the gaCCeries. The front 
part of the organ Coft area is the space Ceftfor the choir members. 



Tigure iz 


The Organ Loft andjChoir Area. 
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The. Church Organ 

'This huge instrument is a 3 manuaC organ, with fuCC compass of 
pedals and37 stops. It takes up approximately 5,200 cubic feet of 
space, stands 23 feet high by 20 feet wide and 15 feet in depth. It 
contains, no Cess than, 1,566 pipes and was operated, in those days 
by a powerful water engine. Looking up at the organ area and its 
pipes, from the nave, presents a CoveCy sight as the pipes are richCy 
ornamented in striking colours and designs. 




One of the specialfeatures and attractions of the Cathedral is its 
stained-gCass windows, which were made and supplied by LobCin of 
Tours, france. 'They were made and crafted, by some of the most 
renowned stain-gCass artists, in Lurope, during the 19 th century. 
LobCin suppCied 69 windows in totaC The windows have been 
described as admitting “a dim andredgious Cight”, much in keeping 
with the soCemnity and symboCism of the Cathedral Many of the 
windows have simpCe BibCicaC representations but the Carger ones 
depict speciaC redgious subjects and Saints, associated with the 
(JospeC message and with Ireland in particular and some are 
erected in memory of deceased persons. Ten windows —five on 
each side, fiCCed with cathedraC-tintedgCass, Cight the nave. In the 
tower, opposite the TCigh JACtar, are windows of a darker tint and 
the Cight from aCC of these windows are magnificent, especiaCCy in 
the earCy morning and Cate evening. Jive Carge windows over the 
Jfigh JACtar Cight up the apse. Bach window has 2 figures in them. 
In the centre window is the figure of Christ; underneath is another 
window representing St Teter, erected by Bishop CjiCCooCy, in 
memory of his parents. The other windows depict St. John, the 
beCoved discipCe; St. Luke; St. TauC; Our Lady; St. Joseph; St. 
Matthew, the tax gatherer, who Ceft his job tofoCCow Christ. 


'Windows on the eastward side of the Jfigh JACtar, in the portion of 
the transept, known as “the ^Worship of the SacredIfe art” and the 
area, containing the Sacred Jfeart JACtar, are as foCCows; the T 
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window in this section, overhead, contains a representation of the 
yirgin Mary and a heart surrounded hy a glowing haCo. Next to 
it is a window with a scene of the Sacred JLeart, pierced with 
sword Opposite to these is a window showing a representation of 
St. JAugustine and on the 2 eastern windows of this side chapeC 
there are scenes showing the Life of Our Saviour, from the cradCe to 
the Last Supper. 

'Windows on the westward side of the Nigh JALtar, in the portion of 
the transept containing the ChapeC and JALtar of St. Joseph, contain 
8 Large and stained-gCass windows, 4 above and 4 beneath. The i st 
of these windows depicts an image of Xing David and on the 2 
opposite windows are Large pictures of St. Joseph and the yirgin 
and ChiLd. The other windows, on this western side, contain 
iLLustrations from scenes in Our Saviour’s Life. The windows 
underneath show depictions of, St. Tatrich; St. JAsicus (Tatron Saint 
ofXLphin Diocese); St. CoLumkiLLe and St. yincent de TauL. 

On the ground floor, every window on each side is a memoriaL 
window. On the western side, the T next to the entrance, shows 
JAdam and Lve in the (garden ofXden and their expulsion; the next 
window has 3 subsequent bibLicaLscenes, ending with the death of 
JAbeC the next one has scenes from the Life of the prophet TLijah; 
next is the birth of Our Saviour with Christmas scenes; another 
window contains scenes from Our Lords chiLdhood and 3 more 
scenes from J-Lis Life, make up the adjoining windows. The other 
windows show representations of the most striking scenes in Our 
Saviour’s Life upon this earth. The Living at the time, in memory of 
their deceased families and friends, sponsored these windows. 

The Ladies of the diocese sponsored a number of smaLLer windows 
and these windows Light up the east and west gaLLeries, on each 
side, overhead. These windows have aLL different scenes but there 
is certain uniformity amongst them aLL Tvery figure is hoLding a 
scroLL with certain suggestive Latin words on them. The windows 
of the east gaLLery are dedicated to; St. JAgnes; St. ^Ambrose; St. 
Laurence; St. John, the TvangeCist; the Trophet Isaiah, The 
windows of the west gaLLery dispLay other symbolic scenes, such as; 
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chadce; aCtar; scourges; piCCar ancC ropes; crucifix 'with a winding 
sheet; thorns; naiis garment; reed and sponge. 

JAs works of art, aCC the windows are heautifuC with their varying 
coCours and tints being so artistically blended in making the image 
or design required, as to show the most wonderjuC combination of 
expressive coCouring. The production shop where they were made 
in Tours, prance is second onCy to Munich, Germany, in the fame it 
has achieved as a manufactory of stainedgCass. 

301 e ggaattemal glrea 
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Tigure 18 _ The 'BaptismalArea. 

This was originaCCy sited inside the church and immediate Cy to the 
Ceft of the internaCporch door, as one entered the church. It is now 
sited in the area behind the 3-Cigh JACtar — in what was then known 
as the Mortuary ChapeC. It was relocated in a convenient place 
beside the Sanctuary, in accordance with new church liturgy. 
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years Cater. The centraCfeature is the traditionaC BaptismaC font. 
JAround the font, the Carraig stone radiates in a pCeasant pattern 
from dark to Cight. JA ceramic of the 7 Sacraments, whose centre is 
the BCessed Bucharist, encircCes the weCC of this area. SpeciaC 
priedieux accommodates Parents, Sponsors and Participants in the 
Sacrament of 'Baptism. 


g>Imneg tottfnn the CatFie bral 


Shrine of St. JAsicus 

On the Ceft of the front entrance and inside the CathedraC itseCf is a 
statue of St. JAsicus — the Patron Saint of the Diocese of TCphin. 
This statue has an unusuaC story to its name. It was found in an 
antique shop in London hy a Jr. James O’ Donohue, a Cork man 
who was ordained to the priesthood in 1916, for the Diocese of 
Southwark, PngCand and was Parish Priest of DuCwich Parish. 3 -Ce 
took a Ciking to the statue andpurchased it. 

further intrigued hy it, he took it to the British Museum to see if 
they couCdidentify it. There he was toCdthat heyonddouht, it was 
St. JAsicus, Patron of BCphin. 

Pxamination showed that the statue was mitred, so this meant the 
person had keen a hishop; it had a cowC under his cope, so this 
showed he wouCd have been a monk — an ahhot-hishop. The statue 
had a hammer and stood beside an anviC, so the person wouCd have 
been a metaC worker. The hammer had a crown on it, which 
indicated that the bishop was of kingCy stock that gave up his 
earthCy crown for a heavenly one, to foCCow the Lord and so it was 
identified as being a statue of St. JAsicus 

fr. O’ Donohue toCd his neighbouring priest, a fr. Sean XeCCy, in 
the next parish, about his find. fr. Sean was from BCphin originaCCy 
and so the word of the find was spread amongst the BCphin priests 
on Coan to Southwark Diocese. JAfter fr. O’ Donohue’s death in 
1962, a friend of these BCphin priests — XiCkenny bom, Canon 
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St JAsicus 


Other shrines in the Cathedraf are of the Sacred Jfeart; and St 
Anthony, in niches, opposite the Sacred J-feart Side Aftar and to 
the right of the Jfigh Aftar. On the opposite side, to the Ceft of the 
Jfigh Aftar, in the transept containing St. Joseph’s Side Aftar is the 
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'Thomas Lynch, Tarish Driest of EastBoume, LngCand acquired the 
statue private fy and presented it to the Diocese of Efphin that 
same year. “The statue’s story is recorded Brief fy on a pfaque 
underneath the statue, focatedin the Cathedraf 






















shrine to Our Lady of Lourdes and adjacent to it, a speciaC shrine, 
to St. Odver TCunkett, who was canonized on 12/10/1975. 'This was 
the Catest shrine to Be added to the CathedraC in honour of St. 
Odver TCunkett. St. OCiver was Bom on the 1/11/1625; ordained a 
priest on 1/1/1654; consecrated 'Bishop on 1/12/1669; martyred on 
1/7/1681; Beatified on the 23/5/1920 and canonized a Saint on the 
12/10/1975. 3 -fis shrine contains a i st cCass TeCic of Saint OCiver. 
ImmediateCy inside the inner front door and to the right is a huge 
figure of the crucified Christ. To the Ceft, inside the inner front 
door and past the statue of St TAsicus is a figure mounted on the 
waCCand this representation is of St MoCaise, TABBot of Innismurray 
IsCand, in the 6 th century. 


<©m Habp 


Bishop GjiCCooCy sited this aCaBaster statue of the ImmacuCate 
Conception over the Thigh JACtar, in a centraCposition,, when he 
consecrated the CathedraC to the ImmacuCate Conception, in 1874 
and it stiCC stands there to this present day, in its originaCpride of 
pCace. It has Been a main feature of the CathedraC from the start 
and forms a Cink Between the peopCe of the diocese and the 1 st 
cathedraC, which was dedicated to St. Tatrick, gCorifying Mary, the 
Mother of Gjod 

The statue is of french design, showing Our Lady in prayer, with a 
crown of roses and crushing the head of a serpent under her foot. 
In the Marian year (1954), the peopCe of Sdgo, under the 
inspiration of the then Bishop, 'Vincent TCanCy (Bishop of LCphin, 
1950-1970) donated goCdjeweCCery, rings and precious objects, to Be 
meCted down to make a goCd crown for the statue. The yatican 
chapter decreed that the statue Be crowned “Queen ofTCphin” By its 
authority, in recognition of the devotion and generosity of the 
peopCe and the statue’s centraC pCace in the CathedraC. Bishop 
yincent TCanCy — as deCegate of the yatican chapter — soCemnCy 
crowned the statue on the 8/12/1955, with the precious crown of the 
peopCe of Sdgo. JAt that time, in 1955, the crown was estimated at 
£2000 in vaCue and Because of its worth, it is onCy pCaced on the 
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statue, on speciaf church occasions. JA repfica copy, in hose metaC, 
adorns the statue otherwise. 

fVhen the CathedraC renovations and restorations were carried out 
in 1974, the statue was resited, in its originaCpCace over the 3 figh 
LACtar, where it stands to this day and can he easiCy seen through 
the reredos, which separates the originaC 3 -fig h JAftar,from the new 
JAftar. 


Our Lady of the ImmacuCate Conception 
Queen of Ltphin Diocese 
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'figure 20 Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 


tlDhe Cmgtopal TOirone 

Tfie throne is sitecC in a prominent space, in the Sanctuary, on the 
right-hand side of the 3 -Cigh JACtar. It is set against the double 
pilaster. JA ‘Bishop's throne is synonymous with cathedral churches 
and it depicts the continuity of TpiscopaC succession, apostolic 
foundations and a universality of the faith. 
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Tigure 21 The TpiscopaCThrone. 

%\)t Biocesan Coat of 2kms 

The Coat of Arms of the Diocese is dispCayed on the corresponding 
douBCe pdas ter of the throne area and is done in marhCe. 
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figure 22 


“Diocesan Coat ofjArrns. 


die ffiregtbenttal Cfiatr 


'This chair is situatecC to the front of the 3-Cigh JACtar, on the throne 
side and facing the feofCe. JA set of CiturgicaC stooCs caters for the 
seating of the other cCergy on the aCtar. 


die ffi ulptt/Hec tern 

The originaCfuCfit no Conger stands in the CathedraC JAjmfit was 
the raised stand, from which the friest deCivered his sermon. 
AYhen the CathedraC was renovated in 1975, the j>u fit was removed 
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as unfortunateCy its position obscured a Carge portion of the 
congregation’s vie-w of the aCtar area. JA new Lectern on the 3 -Cigh 
JACtar repCacecC it. JA. Lectern is a stanch, from which a Booh can Be 
reach on. 


'Both the Lectern ancC the Throne have speciaC tapestry decoration 
panels, hand woven, from Irish wooC, which express festive 
characters of speciaC CiturgicaC ceCeBrations. 



figure 2? _ The Original TuCpit ( now gone). 


%\]t ffiroces &t onal Croste 


This cross was designed By Christopher By an and represents the 
“Bisen Christ” as it BCends with and supports the Cross of 
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'Redemption. It das a special place in the Sanctuary, in a forward 
setting and facing the congregation. It proclaims the message — 
“Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ wiCCcome again”. 


BiCirt 


The Cathedral crypt is located beneath the present 'Baptistery area, 
to the rear and beneath the 3-fig h JAftar. “The remains of Bishop 
(giCCooCy, Bishop of Bfphin (1858-1895); Bishop CCancy, Bishop of 
TCphin (1895-1912); Bishop Coyne, Bishop of Bfphin (1913-1926) are 
interred there. 

jBtatttnt p Crib 


'The crib has always been a special visiting place, for young and 
oCd, over the Christmas season. The aCtar area and chapeC of St. 
Joseph is annuady turned into a Nativity Set with life size crib 
figures of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus in the manger; shepherds 
and animals; 3 wise men and the bfack boy minding the earned a.ff 
in their simple cave design setting. In the more recent years, the 
erection of the crib has become a work of art and the simple 
settings that were, are now more elaborately designed and erected 
but the figures are stiff the same. 


£!)f ciorli, Mclls anb Cliimrs 


The 3 faces of the cfock are on 3 sides of the tower — one face on the 
south side, over the main entrance and the other two faces are on 
the east and west sides of the tower. Bach clock face is 
approximately 9 feet in diameter. The clock was designed and 
made by Gjiffet and Bland of London, in 1877 and supplied to the 
Cathedral by Moore’s of London. It is one of the finest examples of 
a 19century turret clock. 








"Figure 24 


Tfoe CCock Tower. 


"Bishop CjiCCooCy wrote to Moore’s of London for estimates. In reply, 
they stated which types of chocks they couCd supply, giving 
estimates for same. "They also went on to say that they had 
aCready suppded and erected a turret chock for a MemoriaC 
Budding in Limerick Town; anther one in OCinCough, Co. Leitrim 
and the cCock for the Town J-faCC, in Larne, Co. Town, !N. IreCand. 

The caridon machine comprises of 9 beds, which range from T to T 
and has few comparahCe in IreCand. The hefts themseCves were cast 
in IreCand and made, on commission hy Mr. J. Murphy of TuhCin. 
"Each of the beds is named after one of the great saints and has that 
saint’s figure embossed on it. The Cargest of the heCCs weighs 208 
stone (26cwt or 1,456 kg) and this one is dedicated to Our Lady. Ad 
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of the BeCCs are acCornecC with the Bfarp ancC Shamrock (Irish 
emblems). 'The cariCton machine is self acting ancC Barrel shaped 
The BeCCs Bear the following inscription; 

“These BeCCs, erectecC in 1876 JAD, in the 30 th year of the pontificate 
of Tope Tius IX, are presented to the CathecCraCof ECphin, in honour 
of the Immaculate Mother of QocC, By Teter O’Connor, Esquire, of 
Sdgo, in March 1877 . ” 

The BeCCs are aCCspeciaCCy dedicated as foCCows; 

(1) The Cargest; dedicated to the ImmacuCate Conception and has, 
on the outside the raised figure representing the BCessed 
Virgin, trampCing a serpent and the worCdunder foot. 

(2) Dedicated to St. MichaeC, the Trotector of the Diocese of 
BCphin. 

(3) Dedicated to St. Teter 

(4) Dedicated to St. Tatrick 

(5) Dedicated to St. Bridget 

(6) Dedicated to St. JLsice 

(7) Dedicated to St. John 

(8) Dedicated to St. TauC 

(9) Dedicated to St. Laurence. 

The BeCCs were consecrated on TaCm Sunday, 1877 By Bishop 
GjiCCooCy, who was assisted By Rev. Jr. R. Me LaughCin, JAdm 
(afterwards Monsignor Me LaughCin, TT 'Roscommon) as Deacon; 
Rev. Jr. J. Somers, as SuB-Deacon; 'Rev.Jr. J. Lyster( afterwards 
Bishop of SAchonry) as Master of Cermonies. 

AVhen the BeCCs were instaCCed in the CathedraC, they were initiaCCy 
hand rung, rather than Being struck, as they are today. The BeCC 
ringing was discontinued very earCy on, as, the vibrations were so 
strong and the noise so Coud, that they couCd Be heard as far away 
as (grange in County Sdgo, a distance of lomiCes north of Sdgo 
Town. The campanoCogists had aCso Become increasingCy afraid 
that the reverberations of the BeCC ringing wouCd in fact cause the 
spire to coCCapse. 

The chimes themseCves consist of 9 cyCinders with each cydnder 
having 6-7 airs on them. Bach cyCinder or BarreC is approximateCy 
2V2 feet (75cm) Cong and 12 inches (30cm) in diameter. The Barrets 


XLIV 









have protruding spikes, which when struck as the harreCrevoCves, 
create the notes. There are a totaC of 61 pieces of music on the 9 
Barrels. One BarreC at a time fits into the mechanism and the 
BarreCmust then Be changed to play different tunes. The tunes are 
Both sacred and secuCar and the Barrels are changed according to 
the season and church events. 

The CathedraC 'BeCCs and Chimes are a famdiar sound to ad 
SCigonians. 

TOi e Catlicbral Chime # Ht#t 


Cylinder Mo. 1 : 

JAdeste pideles 
JAngelic Messenger 
Gloria aupCus haut 
TheJ-Ceavens are teCCing 
3 -fadeCuia Chorus 
JAlma Redemptoris Mater 
Litany of Our Lady 

Cy Cinder No. 3: 

O p iluet pdiae 
Laudate Tueri Vominum 
dCaec Vies 
Te Veum Landamus 
Regina Coeti Laetare 
O Mari ImmacuCate-todite 


Cylinder Mo. 2: 

Landa Sion 
O SaCutaris Tfostia 
JAdoremus in aeturum 
Tantum Lrgo 
Mail Thou Living Bread 
Landate Vominum 


Cylinder Mo. 4: 

The Changes 
The 3 -Carp that once 
Brin, the tear & the smile 
3 fome sweet home 
The old folks at home 
The last rose of summer 
The Blue Beds of Scotland 










Cy Cinder No. 5 : 

'The Changes 

OCdIreCand, my T> arCing 

OuCdLang Syne 

ye 'Banks & Braes 

The "Wearing of the Green 

La Tarisienne 

Those Bvening BeCCs 


Cy Cinder No. zi 

The Changes 

St Tatrick’s Day 

O my Longing on the coCd 

Let Brin remember 

TCanxty Connor 

Count not the dCours 

The Meeting of the "Waters 


CyCvnder JC0.6: 

The Changes 

Baddy "Whack 

I saw you from the Beach 

Jfome again, steer my Barque 

God save the Xing 

Chime again BeautijuC BeCC 

The MinistreCBoy 


Cytinder No. 8: 

Jesus, my Lord, My God 
3 -CaiC, Queen of 3 -Ceaven 
JCaiC, gCorious St Batrick 
O message to the Sacred J-Ceart 
I’CC sing a hymn to Mary 
I rise from dreams of time 
O Sanctissima 


Cy Cinder JCo. g: 

The Changes 

The"West asCeep 

The Tear CittCe Shamrock 

"We may through this "WorCd 

Carrigdoon 

Adieu to InnisfaiC 

Oft in the stiCCy night 
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jplet er ( ^Connor, patron of j£>Itcto Catfiebral 


Teter O’Connor, 'Esquire was a devoted ancC generous Tatron of 
SCigo CathedraC. Jfe was horn at Edenhawn, Cafry, Co. Sdgo and his 
parents were Denis O’Connor (1746 - 1833) of CarrowCustia and 
Bridget Eden O’Connor (nee Royane) of Xdmacowen, Co. Sdgo. 
'There were at [east 4 sons and a daughter, in the famdy, of which, 
Teter was the youngest. 

Archdeacon O’Tjorke, D.D., M. 1 LI.A. - the author of the 3 voCumes 
of the hook - 3-fist ory of Sdgo Town and County, has testified that 
Teter was a direct descendant of the great O’Connor - Sdgo famdy 
of Edzahethan times. The Sdgo O’Connor famify appears in the 
opening years of the 19 th century as a wed-to-do famdy of 
merchants in Sdgo Town, who were Carge-scaCe importers of f Tax 
and timber from North America. Teter’s brother, Tatrick 
O’Connor, afso owned a thriving business, in Union St., Sdgo. 3 fe 
died from chofera in 1832, at 50 years of age. 

Teter married Eden Neary (widow of John Neary, Bafdncar, Co. 
Sdgo. Eden was the daughter of Timothy O’Connor who was also 
another Sdgo merchant. Teter and Eden wed on the 9/10/1848 at 
Bafdncar, Co. Sdgo, in the Tarish of Drumcdffe and 'Rev. Owen 
Jeeney officiated. They had one daughter, Mary Eden who was 
born on the 6/9/1849 • She died a young woman of 23 years, of 
Bronchia Tneumonia, after being id for 2 weeks. It is said that she 
wanted to become a nun but her father wished that she would 
marry but neither were to be. The Obituary Notice, which 
appeared in the Sdgo Champion Taper of 11/5/1872, took up the Ceft 
hand coCumn of one fudpage, bordered in bfack. It reach 
“It has, afasl Upon many more occasions than we couCd have 
wished for, been our mefanchoCy duty to make announcements in 
our obituary cofumn; but we say, with the utmost sincerity and 
truth, that never, in our Editoriaf career, did the account of any 
demise reach us which caused more intense regret than that which 
is given in the modest fines which we p faced at the heading of this 
tribute to the memory of one of whom it may be said — 











"Thou wert not termecCfor dying here, 

Tor thou wert kindred with the sky; 
yet, yet we heCdthee aCCso dear, 

'We thought thou wert not formed to die” 

"The sad announcement of the demise of Miss O’Connor was made 
on Sunday Cast, in the Tarish Church of St. John’s, and, aCthough it 
had been known that the deceased Cady had keen for some days 
Caboring under severe iCCness, it created a profound sensation. 
There was not one present who did not offer up a fervent prayer 
for the eternaC repose of the pure spirit that had just departed; and 
amongst the numerous congregation there was not one who did not 
deepCy sympathize with the bereaved parent, who was weCC known 
to them by his generous benefactions, by his good Cand-Cordism, his 
"meCting charity”, his exceCCent citizenship throughout his Cong and 
usefuC career. And having the consoCation to know that his sorrow 
is shared universaCCy throughout the County of SCigo, by persons of 
aCC cCasses and of aCC reCigious denominations, we have no doubt 
that he wiCC bear it in a manner worthy of himseCf of a true 
Christian.” 

The TuneraC 

"The body, which was encased in a poCished oak coffin, was 
removed, on 'Wednesday morning, to the Tarish Church of St. 
John’s. On the breastpCate was inscribed— 

Mary TCCen O’Connor 
Torn 6th September 1849 
Vied5th May 1872. 

R.I.T. 

Twenty cCergymen took part in the funeraC, incCuding 4 bishops. 
ACso amongst the cCergymen was Tery 'Rev. Archdeacon O’Rorke, 
who was Cater to write the JCistory of SCigo. 

ShortCy before tweCve o’cCock the hearse, which was drawn by four 
horses, draped in bCack, and carrying white pCumes corresponding 
to those on the hearse, arrived at the Church gate; and in about ten 
minutes after the coffin was borne out on the shouCders of some of 
the deceaseds friends, amid the prayers and sighs of the thousands 
who had assembCed inside the Church and on the streets adjoining. 
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Then came the hearse, immediate Cy after which foCCowed, waCking 
six abreast, severaC hundreds of Mr, O’Connor’s tenantry from the 
baronies of Carbury, Leyney ancC Tireragh. JACmost sixty carriages 
foCCowecC, the first two containing Mr. O’Connor himsetf ancC the 
other chief mourners. prom Monday morning every estabdshment 
in town had its shutters up and when the death bed commenced to 
tod on 'Wednesday morning, many of the houses cCosed aCtogether. 
1Ip as far as the new cemetery, where the buriaC took pCace, the 
fieCds were Cined with spectators who, on account of the immense 
number of pedestrians attending the funeraC, were unabCe to obtain 
a position aCong the footpath.” 

Mary Tden’s remains were entombed in the O’Connor yauCt, just 
aCong and to the right of the main avenue of SCigo Cemetery, from 
the Tearse Td entrance. This vauCt was budt speciady by Veter, 
for his daughter and it is said, whiCe his heaCth permitted, he 
visited the vauCt, to gaze at his daughter’s remains through the 
gCass topped coffin Cid. JAt his death, on 29/8/1893, aged 91 years, 
Teter was buried there. Later in February 1897, his wife Tden was 
also buried there. 

It is wed known that during the “Troubles”, (Irish revoCt against 
LngCand and the Crown) the O’Connor vault was desecrated and 
damaged by some of the so caded 20 th century “patriots” who stored 
arms and ammunitions there. 

Teter, his wife Tden and daughter, Mary Tden lived at Cairnsfoot, 
Sdgo, on a six acre, wooded site, situated at the foot of Cairns 3 -CiCC, 
with panoramic views of the CocaC mountains and beside Lough Gjid 

Teter O’Connor descended from a Cong Cine of Merchants in SCigo 
Town. The O’Connor name was wed established and known as 
traders. Teter himseCf had a business premises in Connection St 
(now OCdMarket St) and this, in turn, became the 3 -Ceadquarters of 
the O’Connor famiCy trade in SCigo. Teter joined in partnership 
with his nephew Simon CuCCen (who was the son of his sister, TCCen, 
who had wed a Simon CuCCen, another Town Merchant) and this 
business was known as O’Connor & CuCCen Saw MiCCs, at the 
junction of George’s St. and JAdeCaide St. and covered an extensive 
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area Between George’s St (now Lord Bdward St); lYiCCiam St. (now 
lYofe Tone St.) ancC AdeCaide St. This sawmiCC imported Carge 
amounts of Canadian timber in their own saiCing ships. 'These ships 
wouCcC have Been saiCing empty to America, en route to coCCect 
timBer, so passage was offered to emigrants for as CittCe as £ 2 per 
person. Two of these ships were the Argo - a 164-ton vesseC and the 
Arethusa. In 1830, the Argo saiCedfor America with 156 emigrants 
on Board and included in the passengers was Teter O’Connor 
himseCf who had traveCed to make sure the emigrants had secure 
and humane conditions, on the voyage. In August 1862, the 
Arethusa was wrecked in a storm in the Irish Sea. Its skipper was 
a SCigo man, Captain Carey, who it is reputed, named Coney Island, 
in New york TfarBour, after Coney Island off the StrandhiCC 
coast Cine, in Co. SCigo. 

Teter O’Connor was aCso an extensive Candowner and in 1873, he 
owned over 5,000 acres of Cand, di severalparts of Co. SCigo. The 
rentaC of these Bands to tenant farmers Brought in over £2,500 a 
year. J~Ce aCso owned much property and houses in SCigo Town and 
most of these houses, which he Ceased were in George’s St. and 
Church Lane. As a CandCord the we fare of his tenants came high 
on his Cist, as did education. Tfe BuiCt schools at Carraroe, in the 
Barony of CarBury; 'DoonfCinn, in the Barony of Tireragh and 
CrossBoy, in the Barony of TirerriCC and aCso erected teachers 
residences. J-Ce made extensive improvements to the farmhouses of 
his tenants, heCping them with advice and sympathy where needed 
and aCso with financiaC assistance. Teter was aCso a very generous 
supporter of CocaC and nationaC charities - a fact promoted By the 
said charities - not By Teter himseCf. TCe donated the turret cCock 
and its cariCCon, pCus the 3 -Cigh ACtar, to SCigo CathedraC, in memory 
of his daughter, Mary BCCen. This fact is cited on apCaque, in the 
main porch, to the right of the main internaC door, as one enters 
the CathedraC porch. 3 -Ce aCso advanced sufficient monies, to ensure 
the payment of the wages of the workers, engaged in the 
CathedraCs construction, where needed. 


Teter was a very reservedgentCeman who avoidedCimeCight where 
possiBCe. J~Ce served on the Grand Jury; Board of Guardians, SCigo 
Union and the Dispensary Committee. As a Magistrate and Grand 
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Juror, he was fair and honest and a tribute paid to him said he was 
- “ incapabCe of being moved, by a hair’s breadth, to the right or 
Ceft, by any earthCy consideration, except the merits of the case for 
adjudication... JCe was also the Jfonorary ConsuC in Sdgo for the 
Scandinavian countries. InjmbCic Cife, he was a very independent 
man, who foCCowed his own conscience onCy. In 1868, he was 
proposed, as a representative, in Tardament, of the Borough of 
SCigo by Mr. MiddCeton, an eCected Conservative, as “the onCy man 
who would be acceptable to aCC creeds and cCasses”. Teter was 
deepCy moved by this proposal but decdnedto accept because of his 
advanced age of 66 years, at the time. 


The O’Connor & CuCCen Saw Mitts 

This miCC was one of the best in the British IsCes and in the 1850’s, 
was the i st steam driven miCC in Sdgo. This did away with the tithe 
“top-sawyer” - a worker who, with both his hands, CaboriousCy 
puded a Cong saw, up and down, foCCowing the Cine of the cut. This 
was extremeCy hard work and Teter deepCy pitied and was 
concerned about his workers, who had to wear a piece of bCack 
crepe materiaC, to prevent their eyes been bCinded by dust. In the 
miCC, there were 4 machines made by Messrs. lYorsaam and Co., 
CheCsea, London. These machines were of simpCe design and 
incCudeda “rack bench”for cutting rods or “scantdngs”(a scantCing 
is a beam of Cess than 5 ins, (or 12.7cm) in breadth and thickness); a 
“fCiteh frame” for cutting deals or fCitches (afCitch is apCank, cut 
from a tree trunk); a “saw bench” for cutting scantCings to size; and 
a mouCding or pCanning machine,; aCC of which made short work of 
big trees, fewer workers were then needed to do the work, once 
the machinery was instaCCed so Teter empCoyed aCC he couCd and 
sent the others, who wished to go, with their wives andchddren, to 
America, at his own expense. JCe aCso buiCt the smaCC terrace type 
houses in Gjeorge’s St., for his workers - near to their workpCace and 
at ajfordabCe rents. Teter’s nephew and partner in business, Simon 
CuCCen, foCCowed the footsteps of his uncCe and introduced the 
workers to saving accounts and putting away cash for a rainy 
day. Teter and Simon were very caring empCoyers. 








Disaster struck the miCCs on Sunday night, 22/11/1873 when fire 
broke out. The County Inspector; Simon CuCCen and the poCice; 
arrived on the scene, aCong with CocaC residents and aCC worked 
together to douse the fCames. 7 he 'Barrack fire engine, under Sgt. 
Major Bond of the Sdgo RifCes Noncommissioned Officers, aCso 
assisted The centre of the fire was the drying store and it Burned 
for 3 hours. Thanks to aCC who heCped - CocaC community persons; 
empCoyers andempCoyees, the miCCwasn’t too extensiveCy damaged 
and the most damage was done to machinery, which was repaired 
or repCaced 

Messrs. QaCCagher & Doherty took over the miCCs in 1900 and in 
1903, Mr. 3 -CanCey, an ex-empCoyee of the company took over part of 
the franchised firm. This Mr. SCanCey was Cater to Become Mayor 
ofSCigo. 

Teter O’Connor was proBaBCy the richest merchant in SCigo, in the 
Cast part of the Cast century, yds Business incCuded shipping; 
timber miCCing trade and 5,000 acres of CandpCus tenant properties. 

The present Bus Bireann Garage Depot, on the comer of JA.de Caide 
St. and George’s St. now stands on part of the miCC grounds. 

The Death ofTeter O’Connor 

JAn extract from the SCigo Champion and the Roscommon y-CeraCd, 
on Tuesday, 29/8/1893 reads; 

“The death ofTeter O’Connor, Tsq. caused deep regret amongst the 
peopCe of SCigo Town and County. 3 -Cis remains were removed to 
Sdgo CathedraC on AVe dries day night, JAugust 30 1(1 and on Thursday 
morning, JAugust 31 st , at 11am; SoCemn Requiem Mass was 
ceCebrated, with 3 ~Cis Lordship Dr. GdCooCy, Bishop of LCphin and 
Most Rev. Dr.Lynch, Bishop of XiCdare and LeighCin taking part, 
yds soCidoak coffin, with Brass mountings, Bore on thepCate - 
Teter O’Connor, Tsq., JT; DiedJAugust 29 th , 1833; aged91 years. 


The vast congregation was made up of aCC the Businessmen of the 
town; the country gentry; CocaC peopCe, even from adjoining 






counties. Cathodes and Trotestants adjoined in paying a Cast 
tribute to a very remarkabCe man, as is funeraC moved sCowCy 
through, the streets of SCigofrom the CathedraCto the Cemetery.” 

Teter’s widow, TCCen died in February 1897 and their home at 
Cairnsfoot, SCigo was advertised in the Sdgo Champion, for Cease, 
“the house was described as having; Drawing room; Dining room; 
Study; 7 'Bedrooms; Xitchen; Servant Apartments; Bathroom. 
SpCendid outhouses (stabbing etc) were attached with ampCe 
accommodation for cattCe; a fine hay shed and a coach house. There 
was a weCC-stockedgarden attached. These were aCC the necessary 
items of a compCete and comfor tab Ce gentCeman’s residence and the 
house was within a lominute waCk of SCigo Town. ACCdetads couCd 
be had from Messrs. Burton, Scorer & IWhite, SoCicitors, Stonebow, 
LincoCn, BngCand or from CocaC SoCicitor, Thomas TC. IViCCiams, 
SCigo”. 

On Wednesday, 28/4/1897, the contents of the Cairnsfoot house, was 
soCd. Teter O’Connor Ceft a very extensive wiCQ taking care of aCC 
his nieces and nephews and their extended famides. The totaC 
effects of his wiCCwere vaCuedat £ 65,361-is -od 

The memory of Teter O’Connor is now Cong forgotten and by now 
mostCy unknown by the present generation. 3 -Cis contribution to 
the progress and weCfare of i9 lli century SCigo has never been 
acknowCedged except for the smaCCpCaque in the porch of SCigo 
CathedraC, which reads; 

Teter O’Connor 
Cairnsfoot, SCigo. 

Died29/8/1893; Aged91 years. 

A, devoted and generous, Tatron of the CathedraC 

TCCen O’Connor 

Died4/2/1897; Aged92 years. 

Mary TCCen O’Connor 
Died5/5/1872. Aged22 years. 

Chimes presented in her Coving memory. 
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As with the passing of time, the CathedraCstands ancCis known for 
what it is hut Teter O’Connor has Cong gone to his JCeavenCy 
reward and is now a forgotten memory. TeopCe who have 
contributed much Cess and, in many cases, nothing at aCC, to the 
deveCopment and we fare of SCigo, have had streets and buddings, 
parks and housing schemes, caCCed after them, in their memory but 
not so, Teter O’Connor. 

JfopefuCCy, sometime, Teter O’Connor and his unstinted dedication, 
generosity andgoodwiCC, to the peopCe of SCigo Town and County, 
wiCCbe acknowCedged by the SCigo Town and/or County Authorities 
— something Cong overdue. 



The 1 st contract was signed on the 9/8/1867 between T is hop CjidooCy 
and CharCes XdgaCCon of SCigo. The foundation was Caid on the 
6/10/1868. CharCes XdgaCCon resigned his contract on the 3/5/1869 
after some difficuCties with subcontractors. 

A new contract was drawn up with Joseph CCarence of TaCCisodare 
in 1869 and once he took over, work began in earnest. The 
CathedraC was soCemnCy bCessed and opened on the 26/7/1874 but 
the work continued on into 1877, years after the opening. The 
budding of the Sacristy was a separate contract, which Joseph 
CCarence aCso got. 

The finaCjob of the construction was to erect a cross on the top of 
the spire. SteepCejack, Steve Scanavan and his son did this. They 
were in the process of fitting the cross in pCace when the son 
shouted that he couCd not see the fixing hoCes. Steve quickCy 
readzed that his son was panicking and in difficuCties so he made a 
grab to save his son from fading but in the process of trying to 
prevent him from fading, Cost his own footing andfeCC to his death 
in the yard be Cow. 









The CathedraC was consecrated and dedicated, in honour of the 
ImmacuCate Conception of the yirgin Mary, on 1/7/1897. 

It is estimated that the cost of Budding the CathedraC was upwards 
of £ 50,000. 

TOie IBtocege of €tofnn once more fmb a CatFiebral 



Tigure 25 _ The CathedraC of the ImmacuCate Conception, SCigo 

:'Diocese ofldpfdri. 
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TOie &enotmtton of the Catliebral 


The centenary of the CathecCraC took pCace in 1975 ancCin Cine with 
these ceCebrations; major reconstruction work was carriecCout. This 
work was necessary, due to a century of wear ancC tear ancCaCso to 
carry out changes needed to compCy with new CiturgicaCpractices. 

New Jront Doors were fitted In the main front porch, a speciaC 
pCaque was erected, on which is Cisted aCC the 'Bishops of BCphin and 
when they were eCected, from the i st Bishop JAsicus to the present 
Bishop, Christy Jones. The inner porch doors were fitted with dear 
gCass to give a view of the inside of the church as one arrives. 

The interior was compCeteCy renovated. The oCd timber floor, which 
had been showing signs of age, after 100 years of worshipers 
waCking on it, was repCacedwith flooring of irokoparaquet tiCes, in 
keeping with the CathedraCs image. The main wads were weather 
proofed with interior studding and repCastered. New speciaCCy 
mouCded beams were fitted with a compCete new ceding and the 
whoCe church was attractiveCy painted and decorated. The same 
cream/Cight yeCCow coCour was carried right through the church, 
from floor to ceding, and around the Sanctuary, redevedwith bCue 
around the arched areas, to express the unity of the church as a 
whoCe. 

The windows were preserved, reCeaded and reset. Major changes 
were made to the Sanctuary area but keeping the Romanesque 
characteristics. The Sanctuary was extended at its higher CeveC 
The new Nigh JACtar was sited in a centraCposition injud view of 
and facing the congregation. T he new JACtar is made from 2 soCid 
bCocks of BadinasCoe (Co. (jaCway) Cimestone with the upper part 
being honed and chiseCed at the edges and has an engraved cross. 
The JACtar TabCe contains a reCic of St. Odver TCunkett and a rede of 
Christian Martyr, St CeCestine. 4 soCid Cimestone steps bead up to 
the Sanctuary and the precCeda, ambuCatory and Sanctuary 
approaches have been (aidwith cream. Carraig Cimestone. 
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The new Lectern is also of Cimestone. The originaCTfirone has been 
preserved and sits in its originaCpCace. Opposite the throne is set 
the marhCe Coat of Arms of the LCphin Diocese, which was taken 
and restored, from the oCdpuCpit, which was removed 

The originaC ACtar with its Beaten BaCdachino has Been Ceft and 
preserved unchanged A new Brass reredos worked in a 4 Ceaf 
shamrock pattern has Been erected in front to the originaC J-Cigh 
ACtar, through which the TaBemacCe can Be seen, as the screen 
BCends with the Brass character of the originaC 'BaCdachino. 
Screening off the originaC Nigh ACtar and TaBemacCe and 
preserving this area have created an inner sanctum for the BCessed 
Sacrament The ACtar area was further enhanced By pCacing its 2 
upper side paneCs, representing the Sacrifice of MeCchisedech and 
that of ABraham, on the hitherto unseen side, thus forming a 
Shrine to the BCessed Sacrament of equaC Beauty and 
ornamentation, from any part of the amBuCatory. 

The choir gaCCery and organ were compCeteCy overhauCed and 
renovated and new provisions were made for the choir. Beside the 
Sanctuary area. The heating system was updated and modernized 
as also was the eCectric fittings. The Sacristy was aCso renovated to 
form a suitaBCy jumished'Vestry; a Sacristan’s office with a strong 
room for the Tarish 'Registers; an Administrators Office, an ACtar 
Servers room and a working room. The outside steps were 
excessiveCy worn and dangerous so they were remodeCed 

Neating and Cighting were aCso compCeteCy overhauCed; pipes were 
Cagged and reset; wiring was recessed for safety reasons; the Brass 
ornamentaC Camp standards were re-Cacquered and new Cighting 
instaCCed. 

New microphone points were fitted and new Coud speakers were 
pCaced at the most advantageous points throughout the CathedraC 

New mahogany seating was instaCCed, in the centre and the 2 side 
aisCe areas, designed to ensure comfort and in keeping with the 
CathedraCs architecture. 






CCose circuit TV connections were aCso fitted, wdicfi wiCC bring the 
ceremonies to the ov erf how congregation there, on such speciah 
occasions, when the church is fuCC to capacity. 


T'he grounds were extensively Candscapedto show the CathedraC in 
an attractive setting and carried out, in such a manner, as to form 
a pheasant reCief from the overaCC expanse of Cimestone and tar 
macadam. 


&gnobatio n iffilatn Co nt rac t or# 


Main Contractors: 

Seating Sub-Contractor: 
Lhectricah Subcontractor: 
Stonework Sub-Contractor: 
Seating Sub-Contractor: 
Thooring Sub-Contractor: 
'Tihina Sub-Contractor: 
Sacristy Sub-Contractors: 
'Brass work Suf^contzyLtoil 
.Architectsj 

QmsuCtgnt Architects: 
Quantity Surveyorsi 


Messrs. Mahoney & Tiayhor, SCigo. 

prank O’Jtara, Shigo. 

MichaehLeonard, Shigo. 

Stone Devehopment. 

Quahity lYood Craft. 

Messrs. Dwyer & Dahy. 

Messrs, yesto Bros. 

Shigo 3 -house furnishers Ltd 
(jCoor Covering) 

Messrs. 3 -heahy Bros. 

tVm. 3h. Byrne & Son. 

Messrs. Tatrick 'Rooney & dissociates. 

(Architects for the Sacristy) 
Messrs. Leonard & '^Vihhiams. 











Tigure 26 _ The iQ7d 'Restoration 'Work 


glternatibe Church grranctementg 

for approximate Cy 12 months, the Cat he draC was cCosed due to the 
restoration work and daiCy and weekCy church services were 
provided in aCternative Cocations, such as; 

“the QiCCooCy 3 -CaCC, just across the road from the CathedraC; 
fhe Nazareth 3-Couse ChapeC, Church 3 -CiCC, SCigo; 

ScodZlrsuCa JAssemhCy 3 CaCC, StrandhiCC“Rd, SCigo. 
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The cCergy andpeojpCe of SCigo were extremeCy gratefuC to those 
j)Caces, which, provided the aCternative venue for worship. 


tHie r e-o pening; of the Catfiebral 


Two SjpeciaC LiturgicaC Ceremonies marked the re-ojyening of the 
CathedraC - 

7/12/1975; Consecration of the New Nigh JACtar. 

8/12/1975; JormaC re-opening of the Renovated CathedraC 

On Sunday, / h December 1975, Rishop Dominic Conway, Rishop of 
RCphin, ceCehrated a speciaC Mass of Consecration, at 8pm., in the 
CathedraC T he redesigned, new, Cimestone, Nigh JACtar was 
consecrated and redes of St. Odver TCunkett and St. CeCestine were 
pCaced in a CittCe SejmCchre on the JACtar. 

This SoCemn ceremony consisted of the Litany of the Saints, sung in 
Latin hy the SchooC Choir of ScoiC ilrsuCa; the bCessing of the JACtar 
with speciaCCy bCessed Qregorian water; Scripture readings from 
the OCd and New Testaments; consecration of the JACtar with 
Chrism and the burning of a grain of Incense, over each of the 5 
anointed crosses on the JACtar. Rishop Conway was the chief 
ceCebrant of the Mass, assisted by Rev. C. Travers, JAdm., St. Mary’s 
Tresbytery, SCigo; Rev. (g. CurCey, CC, Carraroe, Co. SCigo; and Rev. 
L. Devine, CC, St. Mary’s Tresbytery, SCigo, who acted as MC for 
the ceremonies. 
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figure 2z _ Tfce JVe'w ACtar & re-opening Mass 


On Monday, 8 th December 1975, 'Bishop Conway ceCebrated a speciaC 
centenary Mass, at 3pm, to mark the 100 th Anniversary of the 
CathedraCs existence and to formaCCy re-open the Church, after aCC 
the repairs and renovations had been carried out. ApproximateCy 
70 other priests from the Diocese were also in attendance and Sdgo 
born; Jr. CyriC 3 -Caran gave the speciaCsermon on the day. 

Jhe beautifuC and historicaC Miss a Brevis Mass by TaCaestrina was 
chosen for the re-opening event. The speciaC centenary choir sang 
the Mass and the choir was formed by members of the CathedraC 
Choir; 3-CoCy Cross friary Choir; StrandhiCC Church Choir; the SCigo 
Singers and St. John’s CathedraC Choir. The choir conductor was 
%ev. Jr. J. (Jannon, of SummerhiCC CoCCege, Sdgo and the organist 
was Mrs. Jeannie BaCCantyne-Xoss, of JVoCfe done St., Sdgo. The 
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trumpeters on tfie day were 2 SummerhiCC CoCCege students; John 
MiddCeton and James Twing. The i st reading of the Mass was read, 
in Irish, hy 'Brother TheCim, Marist Brother, SCigo and the Mayor of 
Sdgo, CCCr. Tommie Jfiggins, from Treacy JAve., SCigo read the 2 nd 
reading. Representatives of the JApostoCic Bodies in the Tarish and 
of CocaCfirms invoCved in the renovations were involved in the 
Offertory Trocession. 


The CathedraC was thronged to capacity with crowds of 
parishioners; the Mayor of SCigo andpu6Cic dignitaries; CocaC and 
puBCic representatives from Counties Roscommon and SCigo; army 
personnel representatives of aCC CocaC, county and diocesan Bodies, 
reCigious and secuCar; pCus 2 representatives from every parish in 
the Diocese ofBCphin. 
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The CathedraCof the ImmacuCate Conception has ahways been very 
speciaC to the peopCe of Sdgo ancC ECphin Diocese ancC once more 
everyone was dedghted with the re-opening of the repaired ancC 
updated Church. “Everyone now Cooks forward to another century 
with the CathedraC as their continuedpCace of worship, which has 
been reCativeCy guaranteed, with the preservation work carried 
out, in the Cast year of its first century in existence; — 1875 - 1975. 


i mperia l VMtov$ & tEtmeg in the Catliebral 


Over the years there have been speciaC times in the every day Cife 
of the CathedraC, some more speciaC than others. 

The Diocese of XCphin, since the erection of the CathedraC, has 
witnessed the consecration of 7 “Bishops, in Sdgo; 


Bishop Laurence (giCCooCy 
Bishop John CCancy 
Bishop Bernard Coyne 
Bishop Edward DoorCy 
Bishop yincent 3 -CanCy 
Bishop Dominic Conway 
Bishop Christopher Jones 


1858 -1895 
1895 ~ 1912 
1913 -1926 
1926 -1950 
1950 -1970 
1971 - 1994 
1994 - Date 


Mother Theresa of CaCcutta 

Mother Theresa of CaCcutta (1910-1997) was among the famous 
dignitaries who visited Sdgo and the CathedraC This visit occurred 
in 1996 and she was afraiC Cady of 87 years, in a wheeC chair . In 
body, she may have been fraiC but in mind and spirit, she was an 
awe-inspiring person who had given her Cife to (Jod and the poor of 
CaCcutta, India. On her visit to Sdgo, she made a promise to open 
a house of her Missionaries of Charity here and in December 2000, 
3 years after her death, her wish was fuCfiCCed This is a 
contempCative order; here the community of sisters devotes their 
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fives entirety to prayer, apart from an hour daiCy, when they visit 
in the Sfigo Parishes. 



Tigure 29 _ Mother Theresa o f CaCcutta. 

'Bishop Christopher Jones. 


The 'Refiquary o f St. Therese of Lisieux 

On Monday, June 4 tH 2001, the Refiquary containing some of the 
hones/refics of St. Therese of Lisieux arrived at Sdgo CathedraC. 
The Refiquary is an ornate casket, measuring, 5 feet (150cm) Cong 
and3 feet (90cm) wide. It was made frompofishedjacaranda wood 
and decorated with gofd and silver filigree, permanentfy mounted 
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enclosed in a cCear Tfexigfas, arch shaped cover. The Refics were 
taken, on the nationwide tour, to the CathedraC Church of every 
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diocese in Ireland and to aCC tfie CarmeCite Convents and 
Monasteries. Jfuge crowds turned out at every Church, on the 
visit. T'he ReCiquary was received in Sdgo by 'Bishop Christy Jones 
and was escorted by members of the fCJA, Xnights of CoCumbanus, 
CocaC QirC (Juide and Scout troops and the first Communion 
ChiCdren of the Tarish. “The CathedraCwasfuCC to capacity and Cong 
queues extended round most of the CathedraC aCC night Cong, as the 
veneration continued through the night. JA soCemn far ewe CC Mass 
was ceCebratedon the Tuesday morning with the church once more 
fiCCed and as many more, standing outside. 

St Therese of Lisieux 

St. Therese of the ChiCd Jesus, as she was known, was bom in 
XCenQon, france, on the 2/1/1873. She was the youngest of 9 
chiCdren, 4 of whom had aCready died 3 -Cer father was a 
watchmaker and her mother ran a smaCC Cace-making business. 
IVhen 'Therese was 4, her mother died and the famiCy moved to 
Lisieux. She spent the next 10 years of her Cive in an atmosphere of 
Cove and affection, from a young age, she aCways wanted to give 
herseCf to Gjod and when she was loyears oCd, she was cured of a 
mystery iCCness through what she described as a “smiCe of the Queen 
of 3-Ceaven”. JAt 15, she entered the CarmeCite Convent in Lisieux 
and was given the name “Therese of the ChiCd Jesus and of the 3 -CoCy 
face ”. She spent the next 9 years of her Cife there, Civing a simpCe 
andhumbCe Cife of totaCsurrender to Qods MercifuCLove. She died 
on 30/9/ 1897 at the age of 24, after suffering great physicaCpain 
for 18 months. She was canonized by the Church in 1925 and was 
procCaimed Tatroness of france. In 1997, Tope John TauC II 
declared her a Doctor of the Church. JA. previous Tope, Tius X, had 
caCCed her “the greatest Saint of modem times”. Just before she 
died, at the request of her sister TauCine, Therese started to put 
together the story of her Cife, recoCCections, chddhoodmemories and 
reflections and this book “ Tier Story of a SouC’ was first pubCished 
a year after her death. It has soCdmiCCions of copies and has been 
translated into over 50 languages. 3 -Cer feast Day is on October T 
and is ceCebrated in the Church, worldwide. 


LXV 






Jfaving Been Bom ancC reared at 57, Treacy JAve., SCigo, I grew up 
with the sound of the CathedraC cCock striking the time, every 
quarter; the chimes peaCing out; on the hour and the CathedraC on 
my doorstep). This was my Tarish Church where I was Baptized; 
made my i sC Confession; received my i st 3 -CoCy Communion and 
Confirmation and it was also the church where I attended Mass 
and other CiturgicaC services. Throughout my BCationaC and 
Secondary SchooC years, at the Mercy Convent, Sdgo, I was a 
member of the SchooC choir (how I don’t know as the (good Lord 
never B Cessed me with a singing voice), and on numerous occasions, 
the choir took part in LiturgicaC festivals for Schools, where we 
wouCd sing, from the choir and organ Coft, of the CathedraC JACCI 
can say, is the Cjood Lord must Be tone deaf. But for me, it was a 
day away from schooC routine and the excitement of the trip to the 
CathedraC. for many years aCso, I assisted with the JACtar Society, 
cleaning the church andfCower arranging which was then done on 
a voluntary Basis. 

My Cate TlncCe, Joe foCey was the CathedraC Sacristan for a Cong 
number of years and my Cate Dad, Jimmy foCey maintained, 
Cooked after and serviced the cCock, its mechanism and chimes, 
with a passion that had to Be seen, to Be BeCieved By trade, Dad 
was a mechanic with a passion for engines and had a gift of Being 
aBCe to make and repCace worn and Broken mechanicaC parts 
especiaCCy when repCacements couCdnt Be found. 

Bvery month faithfuCCy, untiC 1973 when he suffered a stroke, Dad 
oiCed, cCeanedandmethodicaCCy checked the works of the cCock and 
chimes and reguCarCy changed the BarreCs of the chimes music, 
according to the season. JACC Sdgonians and visitors wiCC have 
viewed the CathedraC CCock faces But I had the added advantage of 
knowing and seeing how it aCC worked - a priviCege, I deepCy 
appreciate to this day. 
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JKs chiCdren, we (my Cate brother John ancC my sister JAnne ancC I) 
spent many hapjpy hours in the cCock tower with Dad ancC we knew 
every nook ancC cranny ancC BasicaCCy how aCC the mechanism 
workecC. DacCcCy caCCecC out aCC the airs, hymns ancC tunes on the 9 
chimes Barrets, for me to document for him ancC to this day, I have 
that Cist, written in my own chiCdish script. JAs weCC as 
maintaining the cCock and chimes. Dad also heCped his own Brother 
Joe (the Sacristan) with other church duties, where needed One of 
these duties was the weekCy winding of the cCock weights and I can 
stiCC recaCC the pair of them physicaCCy hand winding this 
mechanism, - a very strenuous and demanding joB. The cCock 
timing was governed By huge weights on chains and the winding 
was done, Back then, By physicaCCy turning a metaC Bar, in the 
cCock room. The weights had to Be woundfuCCy, Back up into the 
top of the tower and as this area couCdnot Be viewed directCy from 
the cCock room where the winding gear Cever was, Dad and VncCe 
Joe knew when the weights were fuCCy at the top of their chains, 
when a smaCC BeCC wouCd ring, as the weight reached the top and 
struck same. Later the winding gear was repCaced By an eCectric 
motor as, one morning, when IlncCe Joe arrived to open the Church 
for earCy morning Mass and to ring the LAngeCus 'BeCC, one of the 
huge weights had Broken from its chain and crashed to the ground 
BeCow. AVhen the winding mechanism was motorized and 
eCectrified, the 3 smaCCBeCCs were removed. Dad, aCways a hoarder, 
asked the Parish Priest at the time, what was to Be done with the 
BeCCs and on Being toCd, they were of no use as they were just a BeCC 
with no handCe and for dumping, he took them home, por years 
the 3 BeCCs reposed in our garage, in Treacy JAve., gathering dust 
untiC Dad decided to do “something” with them. Two of the BeCCs, 
he mounted on timber waCCpCaques, added Brass decorative pieces 
to form an SA shaped roof over the BeCC, added a CeCtic cross, cut 
aCso out of Brass, to the apex of the “roof’ andfinaCCy added a gong 
to the BeCCs. One of these BeCCs he gave to me after I got married, 
which to this day, has pride ofpCace in my home and the other, he 
gave to my Mam’s sister and her husband in London which for 
years, she too had on dispCay in her home. Later, she presented it 
to her CocaC church in Xentish Town after the Mass BeCC of the 
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church was stoCen - a beCC the priest used to ring as he was about to 
come out onto the aCtar to say Mass. 

Once more, the heCC was hack in a church setting and when the 
priest was toCd the story of the beCC, he had it mounted in the 
yestry, with a CittCe pCaque beneath it, in memory of my aunt and 
uncCe, Anne and yictor 3 -Cayward, who presented it and my T)ad, 
Jimmy poCey who made it and this is the bed that’s now rung as 
the priest of that church is about to say Mass. As yet, I haven’t 
actuady seen this but some day TCj I wid My sister Anne has the 
3 rd bed, in her home in CCacton, "Essex, Eng band but hers is as it 
came down from the tower and it’s not mounted, as E)addy 
suffered a stroke before he got to do the same with hers. She, Cike 
me, treasures her CittCe bedfrom SCigo CathedraC, which wouCdhave 
been fitted with the dock and chimes in 1876. 

Other memories recadfor me the annuaC erection of the CathedraC 
Crib. Again, "UncCe Joe and Dad were the erectors and we were 
aCways invoCved Our job was to dust and pods h the crib figures 
and, of course, deviCment pCayed a part here, when we “rode the 
earned. The crib in those days was afar simpCer affair than it is 
today, being erected with Caths of timber, onto which strong grey 
and rumpCedpaper was tacked and attached to Cook Cike the rough 
wads of a stabCe. Straw was added and scattered (another job we 
Coved doing) and hoCCy and ivy was pinned to the outer waCC areas. 
The crib was Cit by a simpCe unshaded, bCue buCb and one year, T)ad 
decided to “upgrade” this. I can stiCC remember him spray- 
painting, a 10 - 12 inch round biscuit tin, of about 7 ins in depth, 
bCue. prom the Cid, he cut out a star shaped opening and pasted 
bCue, gCassy/gCossy paper over star cut opening. A hoCe was hand 
driCCed in the side of the tin, to aCCow the eCectric cabCe pass 
through, into the tin; a buCb hoCder was wired to the cabCe and a 
bCue buCb fitted; the Cid was repCaced and, Co and behoCd, there was 
a “proper and fitting star “for the crib. This star served to Cight 
the crib for years and years. 3 -Caving Dad and "UncCe Joe invoCved 
in the every day Cife of the CathedraC was a huge advantage to us 
and what we did and saw there — one I’ve aCways appreciated and 
have such happy memories of same. A fitting tribute to E>addy 
and aCC the hours he spent in the cCock tower over many, many 
years, is the fact, that when he died, on E)ecember 24 th 1984, his 


LXVIII 










remains rested overnight, in the CathedraC, on Christmas Day 
Night - apCace he dearCy Coved 

Cottclugton 

In concCusion, I wouCd Cike to say that I have enjoyed every minute 
of work on this project, from the seeking and finding of the various 
sources of inf ormation, to the checking, coCCating and sorting of aCC 
the information gathered andfinaCCy, the printing of the finished 
article. prom the research involved in this project and the foCCow 
ups on many Ones, I now know a Cot more aBout the CathedraC, 
which deCights me. One major fact that immerged for me 
personaCCy, is that my mother’s, first cousin, Chris XeCCy of 
faCnashamer, 'BaCCintogher, Co. Sdgo and his siBCings, are 
descendants, through marriage, of the Teter O’Connor, TSQ., SCigo 
Merchant, who presented the CCock, Chimes, Betts and Nigh JACtar 
to the CathedraC and who aCso did so much good for the peopCe of 
Sdgo Town and County — ironic when one thinks aBout it, seeing 
as my Cate Had and AlncCe, Both spent many years Being invoCved 
with the CathedraC, especiaCCy Had, working on and maintaining 
the cCock, chimes and Betts which Teter O’Connor presented never 
knowing the connection, I have just found out aBout. Nappy and 
sad memories sprang to mind as I trawCed through my memories, 
notes and information sources; even the odd tear was shed, 
especiaCCy for those dear ones, no Conger with us. 

Bebtcatt on 

Hedicated to my Had, Jimmy poCey (CCock and Chimes 
Maintenance Man) and his Brother, my uncCe, Joe poCey, 
(Sacristan) 

— Both forever remembered By those who care But with the passing 
of time, Cike Teter O’Connor, wiCC Be forgotten and the part they 
pCayedin Sttgo CathedraC 

JAr (Me is De , go raiBfi a nJAinm 










H>Itcto Cathebral ii elfe 


'Rev. James Casey, R.T., MhCeague, Co. Roscommon wrote this poem, 
on hearing the SCigo CathedraC ReCCs peaC out for the first time in 

November 1877. 

y/e kneeCandpray this hCissfuCday, 

AVhiCe the heart with rapture sweCCs; 

JAndSCigo hears with gCadsome ears 
Ner grandCathedraCReCCs. 

Those haCCowedNine, in tones divine, 

ShaCC hymn Jehovah’s praise, 

J\ndsweetCy toCCas ages roCC, 

JAndsweCCing anthems raise. 

SAs the centuries pass and the NoCy Mass 
Jrom day to day is said 
ShaCC their tones invite, to the hoCy rite 
for the Civing and the dead 

JAs the TAngeCus rings, and the Cistener sings, 

‘NaiQ hoCy ^Virgin, NaiQ” 

ShaCC their music cheer as we onward steer, 

JAnd o’er Cife’s ocean saiC 

ReCCs mostCy chime to teCCthe time 
for sacrifice andprayer, 

Rut these dispCay great art andpCay 
fuCCmany a sacred air. 

NaiQ hoCy heCCs, your music teCCs 
JA taCe of deep deCight 

Now Xrinfought as nations ought, 
faith’s Cong enduring fight. 

Now Ragan Danes and TenaCchains 
Nave faiCedwith traitors viCe 
To undermine the faith divine 
Of Rrin’s haCCowedIsCe. 









The cCoucCs are past, that overcast 
Jhbibernia’s Star-bit shies, 

JAndfreedom’s day, with gCadsome ray 
Lights up her tearfuCeye. 

Nerpriests no more to pray - adore - 
To gCens and mountains fCy; 

Those days have fTed, and Mass is said 
In temples grand and high. 

Our race proscribed, coubdnot he Bribed, 
Nor yet by force compeCCed, 

To quit the fobd, the true, the old. 
Nor shame the creed they held. 

y/e burst our chains, and no bbefanes 
Now overspread the band 

AVhose joyous beds through emeralddeds 
Ling out theirpaens grand. 

No sweeter notes from silvery throats, 
Did be fry ever sound 

Than are heard today o’er SCigo Lay 
JAnd her charming hiCCs around. 

Long may they chime their notes subbime, 
yvhen we have passed away, 

JAnd pleasure give to those who’bbbive 
In a far-off future day. 

May we then here in yonder sphere, 
Leyond the star-buibt shy. 

Those hobier chimes in bbissfubcbimes 
"Where angets dwebbon high. 

JAnd there behold in bbiss untold 
Our Saviour and our OCing; 

JAnd with saints above, in endbess Cove, 
Jehovah’s praises sing. 




Aberdeen Granite: A granular, igneous rock, consisting of peldspar, 
Quartz and Mica, cry stallized,from Aberdeen, Scotland. 

Aisle: Tassageways of a cburcfi or cathedral, separated from the 
Nave by rows of pillars. 

Alto Believo: Nigh reCief; standing out from the background by more 
than ha(f the true proportions of the figures carved 

Ambulatory: A continuous aisCe, which wraps a circuCar structure - a 
place to waCk in. 

Apse: A vauCted eCement in a church or cathedraC which serves to 
terminate a semicircular aisle or chapeC The Apse, generaCCy domed, 
will often form the altar area. 

Baldichino: A canopy over an altar, a throne or a doorway, generally 
supported by pillars but it can also be suspended from above. It is 
usually made of rich brocade of silk andgold but can be made of 
brass. 


Caen Stone ; A soft, yellowish, oolitic (limestone, composed of grains or 
particles of sand, like the roe offish) building stone, from Caen - a 
town in Normandy, prance. 

Crucifgriri: Cross hoped or arranged in the form of a cross. 


tj A room under a Cathedral, designated as a burial chamber. 


Cupola: Phe turret, which serves as the crown of the dome or roof of a 
structure. 


Tncaustic Pile Tavina: 'Brick or tile, which is inlaid with clay 
patterns, which are burnt in or fixed by heat. 











# loggarp (c ont tnueb ) 


Choir/Chance C dhepCace Between the Sanctuary and Nave from 
where psaCms are sung, traditionaCCy reserved for cCergy and choir 
members. 

Nave: T/he Body of a church, extending from the main doorway to the 
choir or chanceC 

Oratory: JA smaCC chapeC or private room set aside for individuaC 
prayer. 

Tanrian JMarBCe: AVhite marBCe from the is (and of Taros, Cjreece. 

Tijdster: JA rectanguCar coCumn, projecting from a wad or pier. 

Tophyry: Toed quarried in Tgypt, having apurpCe groundmass with 
enc Cosed crystals offeCdspar (a hard mineraCthat is the main 
constituent of igneous rocks). 

Sanctuary: The area, which contains or features the Nigh JACtar — 
an area reserved for cCergy. 

Teredos : JAn omamentaCscreen at the Back of an aCtar. 

Sacristy: Secure storage room(s)for storing NoCy TeCics, Sacred 
yestments andTarish records. 

Spire: JA tapering, eCegant structure set atop a tower and also caCCed, 
a steepCe. 

Transepts: T/he North and South projecting extensions of a cruciform 
styCe church or cathedraC, crossing at right angCes to the greater 
Cength. 

dnforium: JA (jadery or arcade in the wad over the arches of the 
Nave or Choir and sometimes over the Transepts, in a Carge church or 
cathedraC 
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Ifamtlp Snformation Source 

Chris JCeCCy, faCnashamer, BaCCintogher, Co. SCigo. 

— My cousin who provided me with thefamiCy information on Teter 
O’Connor , who presented the CCock, BeCCs, Chimes and High JACtar, to 
the CathedraC 
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g kiwoto l e t urementg 


To my Troject Leader; Attract a 'BrcrwnCee, for aCC her specific 
tutoring, acCvice, guicCance, hefp andfriendship, throughout the 26 
'weeks of this course. 


To my other Tutor, Conned Cannon, for his expert teaching in ad 
computer aspects, his heCp and assurances and his unending 
patience and encouragement - something 1 deepCy needed and 
appreciated. 


do myfedow CCass Mates - a fantastic group, who Bonded together, 
from week one. your heCp, comradeship and the fun we’ve had, 
have Been deepCy appreciated By me and wdC Be missed. 3 -feartfeCt 
thanks to; Cfaire Triofet, Mary Dodd, Xathfeen Carney, Monica 
Me Xfhinney, "Rose Carty, Anne lYidiams, Carita Coyfe, Xathfeen 
Pesey and Teter Me (govern. It has Been a very happy experience 
to have Been on this course with you ad lYe arrived as strangers 
to the course But feave as caring friends - a friendship, which I 
hope, wiff fong continue and that we do keep in touch. Thanks 
everyone 


To pAS, for affording me, the opportunity to have undertaken, this 
course. 
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gcknoto left aementg ( co ntb) 


To my Cousin, Chris XeCCy and fits wife Margaret, of faCnas darner, 
BaCCintogher, Co. SCigo, for their heCp with information, facts, and 
Citerature, reCative to Teter O’Connor, Bsq., Tatron of Sdgo 
CathedraC Thanhs Chris, for your unstinted time and famiCy 
know hedge and Margaret, for your hospitadty. 


To the Staff of the Reference 'Room, Sdgo Co. Library, Stephen St., 
Sdgo, especiaCCy Bridie, whose help with my research queries, 
assisted me enormous Cy 


LastCy hut not Least, to my own pamiCy, MicedQ Xaren and 
Dominic; Cat haC and Lorraine; for aCCthe heCp and encouragement 
they have given me over the 26 weeks of the course; at home with 
domestic and cudnary chores and with computer queries, advice 
and where needed, practicaC heCp hut most of aCC their Cove and 
support. Thanks Gang. 
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